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THE ARMY. 





Unysses 8. GRANT, 
President and Commander-in- Chief 





WAR DEPARTMENT. 

W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadter-General E. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Cfenerat, 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives ; 

In my annual Message of December 1, 1873, while 
inviting general attention to all the recommendations 
made by the Secretary of War, your special attention 
was invited to the importance of preparation for war 
in the armament of our sea-coast defences, Proper 
armament is of vastly more importance than fortifica- 
tions. The latter can be supplind very speedily for 
temporary purposes when needed. The former can- 
not. These views gain increased strength and perti- 
nence as the : ears roll by. Ihave now again the honor 
to call special attention to the condition of the arma- 
ment of our fortifications and the absolute necessity 
for immediate provision by Congress for the pro- 
curement of heavy cannon. The large expenditures 
required to supply the number of guns for our forts is 
the strongest argument that ean be adduced for a 
liberal annual appropriation for their gradual accumu- 
lation. In time of war suci: preparations cannot be 
made; cannon cannot be purchased in open market, 
nor manufactured at short notice; they must be the 
product of years of experienced-labor. I herewith in- 
close copies of a report of the Chief of Ordnance, and 
of a board of ordnance officers, on the trial of an 
8-inch rifle converted from a 10-inch smooth-bore, 
which shows very conclusively an economical means 
of utilizing these useless smooth-bores, and making 
them into,8-inch rifles capable of piercing seven inches 
of iron The 1,294 10-inch Rodman guns should, in 
my opiuion, be so utilized, and the appropriation re- 
quested by the Chief of Ordnance of two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars to commence these conversion; 
is earnestly recommended. While convinced of the 
economy and necessity of these conversions, the deter- 
mination of the best and most economical method of 
providing guns of still larger calibre should nu longer 
be delayed. The experience of other nations, based 
on the new conditions of defence, brought prominently 
forward by the introduction of iron-clads into every 
navy afloat, demands heavier metal and rifle guns of 
not less than twelve inches in calibre. These enor- 
mous masses, hurling a shot of seven hundred pounds, 
can alone meet many of the requirements of the na- 
tional defences. ‘They must be provided, and experi- 
ments on a large scale can alone give the data neces- 
sary for the determination of tae question. A suitable 
proving ground, with all the facilities and convenienees 
referred to by the Chief of Ordnance, with a liberal an- 
nual appropriation, is an undoubted necessity. The 
guns now ready for trial cannot be experimented with 
without funds, and the estimate of $250,000 for the 
purpose is deemed reasonable, and is strongly recom- 
mended. The constant appeals for legislation on the 
‘*armament of fortifications” ought no longer to be 
disregarded if Congress desires in peace to prepare the 
important material without which the future must in- 
evitably lead to disaster. This subject is submitted 
with the hope that the consideration it deserves may 
be given at the present session. 

U. 8. Grant. 

Executive Mansion, January 20, 1875. 





G. O. No. 2, Wasurneton, Jan. 18, 1875. 

I. The words, ‘‘ but without breaking packages un- 
til issues are to be made,” contained in Par. 1022, Re- 
vised Regulations of 1863, will not be construed as 
prohibiting the breaking of packages of arms and other 
Ordnance stores, except only such as are hermetically 
sealed, like oils, paints, etc. The responsibility for 
non-examination of all other Ordnance stores must rest 
with the receiving officer, and his receipts for stores 
will be conclusive as to his responsibility. 

II. Officers in making out discharges will observe 
great care that the age of the soldier at date of dis- 
charge is correctly given. It frequently happens that 
discharges show the soldier’s age to be the same as 
when he first entered upon the term of service from 
which he is about to be discharged, thereby occasion- 
ing inaccurate records. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Issued from the War ment, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending January 20, 1875. ' 


Wednesday, January 18. 

The leave of absence granted ong George L. 
Choisy, Eleventh Infantry (Fort Griffin, Texas), in 8, 
O. No. 148, September 7, 1874, from Headquarters 
Department of Texas, is extended five months. 

A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at Newport Barracks, Ky., on the 18th day of January, 
1875, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial 
of such prisoners as may be brought before it. Detail 
for the court: Major E, 0, Mason, Twenty-first Infan- 





try; First Lieutenants Henry Marcotte, Seventeenth In- 
fantry; Edward Donovan, Twenty-fourth Infantry; 
L. M. Morris, Twentieth Infantry; Thomas F. Riley, 
Twenty-first Infantry; Surgeon Evenezer Swift, Judge- 
Advocate of the Court. 

1o be discharged.—Recruit Richard Van. Deventer, 
General Mounted Service, to date July 15, 1872; Pri- 
vates William H. Stroud, H, Fifteenth Infantry, now 
in confinement at Fort Snelling, Minn., date August 
26, 1878; Joseph Hebestreit, General Service, now in 
confinement at Newport Barracks, Ky., to date No- 
vember 26, 1874, 


[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Tuesday, January 12, and on Fri- 
day, January 15, 1875]. 


Thursday, January 14. 





Captain Edwin Pollock, Ninth Infantry, having 
completed the duty assigned him in 8. O. No. 1, Janu- 
ary 1, 1875, from Headquarters Fort Laramie, Wy. T., 
will join his proper station. 

Prisoners transferred.—The following named mili- 
tary prisoners, from Iowa State Penitentiary, to the 
military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kas: Late Pri- 
vates Edwin L. Buck, A, Third Cavalry; Thomas 
Byrnes, B, Second Cavalry; Dennis 8. Daley, B, 
Seventh Cavalry; Samuel T. Howard, B, Second Cav- 
alry; William Stein, G, Fourth Infantry. 

Leave of absence for six months is granted Second 
Lieutenant D. J: Gibbon, Ninth Cavalry, Acting Signal 
Officer (Washington, D. C.) 

Second Lieutenant D. J. Gibbon, Ninth Cavalry, is 
relieved from duty as Acting Signal Officer. 

Jo be discharged.—Private Frank Frankenberg, G, 
Thirteenth Infantry, now with his command. The 
following named enlisted men, now deserters at large, 
without character, dates set opposite their respective 
names: Privates Francis R. Ruth, General Service, 
March 24, 1874; Lewis Warner, General Service, both 
attached to C, Fifth Artillery, George W. Moody and 
John Hughes, C, Fifth Artillery, May 29, 1874. 


Saturday, January 16. 


To be discharged.—Sergeant William A. F. Ahrberg, 
D, Second Cavalry, now with his command; Privates 
a N. Davies, alias William Clancy, G, Eighth 
Cavalry, now with his command; Charles Wheeler, I, 
Fourth Cavalry, now with his command. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First 
Lieutenant F. F. Whitehead, Eighteenth Infantr 
(Yorkville, S. C.), in S. O. No. 67, December 23, 1874, 
from Headquarters Military Division of the South, is 
further extended to March 1, 1875. ¢ 

Monday, January 18. 


To be discharged —Privates Christ Baumann, Band of 
the Second Artillery, now with his command; Edward 
B. Foxwell, Signal Service, now at Detroit, Mich.; 
Charles D. Gibbs, A, Twentieth Infantry, now in con- 
finement with his command. 

First Lieutenant Stanhope E. Blunt, Ordnance De- 
partment, is relieved from duty under the orders of 
First Lieutenant George M. Wheeler, Corps of En- 
gineers, to date December 30, 1874. 

The leave of absence granted Captain J. M. Hamil- 
ton, Fifth Cavalry (Camp on San Carlos, Arizona), in 
8. O. No. 101, November 9, 1874, from Headquarters 
Department of Arizona, is extended five months. 

First Lieutenant James A. Haughey, Twenty-first 
Infantry, is detailed as member of the General Court- 
muttial appointed by Par. 4, 8. O. No. 8, January 13, 
1875, from this office, at Newport Barracks, Ky., vice 
First Lieutenant Edward Donovan, Twenty-fourth In- 
fantry, hereby relieved. 

Tuesday, January 19. 

By direction of the President, First Lieutenant W. 
W. Wood, Twentieth Infantry, now on leave of ab- 
sence, will report in person, for such duty as he can 
perform, to the commanding officer Department_of the 
Gulf, New Orleans, La. 

A Board to consist of—Colonel L. C. Easton, As- 
sistant Quartermaster-General; Majors C. G. Sawtelle, 
J. J. Dana, Quartermasters, is appointed to meet at 
Philadelphia, Pa., on the 26th day of January, 1875, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, to prepare a set of 
specifications for Army wagon harness, to be submitted 
to the Quartermaster-General, who will lay before the 
Board the reports received from officers on the subject. 

To be discharged.—Sergeant William F. Slater, Signal 
Service, now at Atlantic City, N. J.; Private Charles 
L. Josselyn, General Service, now with the Signal Ser- 
vice Detachment, at Fort Whipple, Va. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur- 
day, January 16: 
nes B, Third Infantry, from Monroe, La., to Vicksburg, 

8) 


8. 

Company D, Twenty-third Infantry, from Fort D. A. Russell, 
W. T., to Fort Fred. Steele, W. T. 

Post EsTaBLisHED.—Vicksburg Miss. 

Post DisconTINUED.—Monroe, 








GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 92, Washington, Dec. 21, 1874.— 
Captain William H. Penrose, Third Infantry, now un- 
dergoing execution of the sentence of a General Court- 
martial (General Court-martial Orders No: 41, War De- 





eer Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, May 


1, 1874), saving voluntarily made a solemn p: to | the 


od 
abstain from the use of all intoxi and to 
prove himself worthy of the confidence of his superior 
Officers, and all the officers of his nt at 
the post having recommended the same, the unexecuted 
portion of his sentence is hereby remitted and he will 
be restored to duty. 
G. C.-M. O. Nos. 93 and 94, Washington, Dec. 21 

1874.—Relates to trials, sentences, etc., of enlisted 
men. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W.T. Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, - 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
The leave of absence for one month, granted C 
tain Alexander Moore, Third Cavalry, by 8 
Orders No. 181, ea peeps Department o 
Platte, 1874, is extend 
January 13, 1875.) 


ap- 


the 
two months. (8.0. No. 4, 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
Lieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq’rtrs New Orleans, La. 


General Sheridan’s Mission to Louisiana.—Accom- 
panying the President’s Message on the Louisiana diffi- 
culty are the official documents in the matter, includ- 
ing the despatches of General Sheridan, already given 
by us, and these others: 

Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 24, 1874. 
To General P. H. Sheridan, Chieago, Iu. ‘ 

GENERAL: The President sent for me this morning, 
and desires me to say to you that he wishes you to 
visit the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, and especi- 
ally New Orleans, La., and Vicksburg and Jackson, 
Miss., and ascertain for yourself, and for his in- 
formation, the general condition of matters in 
those localities. You need not confine your visit to 
the States of Louisiana and Mississippi and may extend 
your trip to other States, Alabama, etc., if you see 
proper, nor need you confine your visit in the States of 
Louisiana and Mississippi to the places named. What 
the President desires is the true condition of affairs and 
to receive such suggestions from you as you may deem 
advisable and judicious. Incl herewith is an order 
authorizing you to assume command of the Military 
Division of the South, or any portion of that Division, 
should you see proper to do so. It may be possible 
that circumstances may arise which would render this 
a proper course to pursue. You can, if you desire it, 
see General McDowell in Louisville and make known 
to him confidentially the object of your trip, but this 
is not required of you. Communication with him by 
you is left entirely to your own judgment. Of course 
you can take with you such gentlemen we pe staff as 
you wish, and it is best that the trip should appear to 
be one as much of pleasure as of busi! for the fact 
of your mere presence in the localities referred to will 
have, it is presusned, a beneficial effect. The Presi- 
dent thinks, and so do [, that a trip South might be 
agreeable to you, and that you might be able to obtain 
a good deal of information on the subject about which 
we desire to learn. You can make your return by 
Washington and make a verbal report, and also inform 
me from time to time of your views and conclusions. 

Yours truly, etc. 
W.W. Be.xnapP, Secretary of War, 


War DEPARTMENT, 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuineton, Dec. 24, 1874. 

To Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan, U. 8S. Army, Chicago, Il. 
Srr: If in the course of the inspection and investiga- 
tion the Secretary of War has directed you to make in . 
his communication of this date you should find it ne- 
cessary to assume command over the Military Division 
of the South, or any portion thereof, the President of 
the United States hereby authorizes and instructs you 

to take the command accordingly, and to establi 
our headquarters at such a point as you may deem 
best for the interests of the public service. 
I am, sir, < : 


War DEPARTMENT, 


D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
A copy of the above letter was furnished General 
McDowell, commanding the Military Division of the 
Soutb, on January 5, 1875. 
[TELEGRAM]. 
HeapQuaRrTerRs Miurrary Division 
OF THE MissouRI, 
Cuicaco, Inu., Dec. 26, 1874. 
To General W. W. Belknap, Washington, D. C. 
Your letter has been received all right. 
P. H. Saerman, Lieutenant-General . 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, } 
Sr. Louis, Dec. 26, 1874. 
To W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your confidential communication of Dec. 26, 
with enclosures. | Your obedient servant, 
W. T. Suerman, General. 
[TELEGRAM]. 
New OrR.Eans, Jan. 10—10:30 P. m. 
Hon. W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 
Since the year 1866 nearly thirty-five hundred per- 
sons—a great majority of whom were red men— 
have been killed and wounded in this State. In 1868 
official record shows that 1,884 were killed and 
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wounded. From 1868 to the present time no official 
investigation has been made, and the civil authorities 
in all but a few cases have been unable to arrest, con- 
vict, and punish the perpetrators. Consequently, there 
are no correct records to be consulted for information. 
There is ample evidence, however, to show that more 
than twelve hundred persons have been killed and 
wounded during this time on account of their political 
sentiments. Frightful massacres have occurred in the 
| pac sg of Bossier, Caddo, Catahaula, St. Bernard, St. 
dry, Grant,and Orleans. The general character of 
the massacres in the above named parishes is so well 
known that it is unnecessary to describe them. The 
isolated cases can best be illustrated by the following 
instances, which I take from a mass of evidence now 
lying before me of men killed on account of their poli- 
tical principles. In Natchitoches parish the number 
of isolated cases reported is thirty-three; in the parish 
of Bienville the number of men killed is thirty; in Red 
River parish the isolated cases of men killed is thirty- 
four; in Winn — the number of isolated cases 
where men were killed is fifteen; in Jackson parish the 
number of killed is 20; in Catahoula parish the number 
ef isolated cases reported where men were killed is 
fifty; and most of the country parishes throughout the 
State will show a corresponding state of affairs. The 
following statements will illustrate the character and 
kind of these —-- _ On the 30th of A , 1874, 
in Red River parish, six State and parish officers, 
named Twitchell, Divers, Holland, Howell, Edgerton, 
— Willis, —y a with four negroes, 
under guard, carried out of the State, an 
a eee Bi 
n the of August, 1874, three negroes were sho 
and killed at Brownsville, just before the arrival of the 
United States troops in the parish. Two White 
ers rode up to a negro cabin and called for a 
drink of water. When the old colored man turned to 
draw it they shot him in the back and killed him. The 
courts were all broken up in this district, and the Dis- 
trict Judge driven out. In the parish of Caddo, prior 
to the arrival of the United States troops, all of the 
officers at Shreveport were compelled to abdicate by 
the White League, which took possession of the place. 
Among those obliged to abdicate were: Walsh, the 
Mayor; Rapers, the Sheriff; Wheaton, the Clerk of the 
Court; Durant, the Recorder, and Ferguson and 
Reniro, Administrators. ‘Two colored men, who had 
given evidence in regard to frauds committed in the 
parish, were compelled to flee for their lives and 
reached this city last night, having been smuggled 
through in a cargo of cotton. In the parish of Bossier 
the White e have attempted to force the abdica- 
tion of Jadge er, the United States Commissioner 
and the Parish Judge, together with O’ Neal, the Sheriff. 
and Walker, the Clerk of the Court; and they have 
compelled the parish and District courts to suspend 
operations. Judge Baker states that the White 
Leaguers notified him several times that if he became 
a candidate on the republican ticket, or if he attempted 
to organize the republican party, he should not live 
until election. They also tried to intimidate him 
through his family by making the same threats to his 
wife; and, when told by him that he was a United 
States Commissioner, they notified him not to 
to exercise the functions of his office. In but few of 
the country parishes can it be truly said that the law is 
properly enforced; and in some of the parishes the 
judges have not been able to hold court for two years, 
uman life in this State is held so cheaply that a. 
men are killed on account of political opinions the 
murderers are regarded rather as heroes than «s crimi- 
nals in the localities where they reside and by the 
White League and their supporters. pn illustration of 
the ostracism that prevails in the State may be found 
in a resolution of a White League club in the parish of 
De Soto, which states that they pledge themselves 
“under no circumstances, after the Coming election, to 
employ, rent land to or in any other manner give aid 
comfort or credit to any man, white or black, who 
votes against the nominees of the White man’s party.” 
Safety for individuals who express their opinion in the 
isolated portion of this State has existed only when 
* that opinion was in favor of the principles anJ part 
supported by the Ku Klux and White League orgies 
tions. Only yesterday Judge Myers, the Parish Judge 
of the 1 of Natchitoches, called on me upon is 
arrival in this city, and stated that, in order to reach 
here alive, he was obliged to leave his home by stealth 
and after nightfall and make his way to Littie Rock 
Ark., and come to Gk chy by way of Memphis. He 
further states that, while his father was lying at the 
a of death in the same village he was unable to visit 
im for fear of assassination, and yet he is a native of 
the parish and proscribed for bis political sentiments 
only. It is more than probable that, if bad govern- 
ment has existed in this State, it is the result of the 
armed organizations which have now crystallized int 
what is called ‘The White League.” Instead of bad 
government developing them, they have by their ter. 
rorism prevented to a considerable extent the collec- 
tion of taxes, the holding of courts, the punishment of 
criminals, and vitiated public sentiment by familiariz- 
ing it with the scenes above described. I am now en- 
in compiling evidence for a detailed re rt upon 
the above subject, but it will be some time before oo 
obtain all the requisite data to cover the cases that have 
occurred throughout the State. I will also report in 
due time upon the same subject in the States of 
Arkansas and Mississippi. : 
P. H. SHerman, Lieutenant-General. 


Report of Major Merrill —The followin 
; ~ g despatch 





has been 1eceived at W 
New Orteans, La., January 16, 1875. 
To. Hon. W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War : : 
A report has just been received from 
pt Shreveport, which ig too Jong for web AR race 
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mission but will be sent by mail, The following is an 
epitome almost in Major Merrill’s own words: 

The threats made before the election to drive from 
the community all that voted the Radical ticket are 
being carried out. Combinations among the whites 
are being formed, and recruiting by every form of 
pressure by which all negrees who voted the Radical 
ticket are to be refused work or leases. All the whites 
not belonging to the combination are to be ostracised. 
Already more than five hundied families, including at 
least two thousand people of all ages and sexes, are 
wanderers, without means to go elsewhere, powerless 
to find other homes where they are, and on the verge 
of starvation in mid-winter. Theft and other crimes 
may result, and it is feared that the bitter feelin 
naturally resulting from the sense of injustice receiv 
may run into one of revenge. These homeless people 
will gradually drift together, and the white people are 
not slow, as the past has shown, to set afloat inflam- 
matory rumors of intentions of organized violence on 
the part of the negro; and where the revolver and 
mob law are the common resort in such cases, as they 
usually have been here, disorders, more or less exten- 
sive, are sure to result if some preventive is not found 
for such a state of things. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, Lieutenant-General. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory ; Headquarters, New Orleans, La 

Thirteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for fifteen 
days was January 11 granted Captain Arthur Mac- 
Arthur, Jr. (New Orleans, La. 

Medicul A. A. Surgeon Edward Lau- 
derdale, U. 5. Army, was January 10 relieved from 
duty with troops in New Orleans and will report for 
duty to the commanding officer of Jackson Barracks, 
Louisiana. 

By direction of the Secretary of War Major H. C. 
Hodges, Quartermaster, U. 8. Army, was January 15 
temporarily relieved from duty as Chief Quartermaster 
of the Department and ordered to proceed to Washing- 
ton, D. C., and report to the Quartermaster-General 
for the purpose of euaies his accounts. During the 
absence of Major H. C. Hodges, Major J. A. Potter, 
Quartermaster, U. 8. Army, will discharge the duty of 
Chief Quartermaster of this Department. 

Seventh Cavalry.—First Lieutenant Frank M. Gibson, 
with a party of one non-commissioned officer and three 
privates of Company H, was January 12 ordered to 
nae at once to Louisville, Ky., and report at the 

eadquarters Division of the South, for the purpose of 
receiving and conducting to New Orleans a number of 
Cavalry horses. 

Siateenth Infuntry.—The Secretary of War havin 
designated this Regiment as one of those to be arme 
with the Springfield Rifle, cal. .45 with Trowel Bayo- 
nets and Intrenching Tools, the company commanders 
of that Regiment serving in this Department was 
January 12 ordered to at once make requisition for the 
new arms, etc. 

DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brig.-Gereral Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 

Payment of Troops.—Major William Smith, Puymas- 
ter, U. S. Army, was January 12 ordered to proceed 
to make payments to December 31, 1874, of the troops 
stationed at Fort Abercrombie, D. T., and Fort Riley, 
Minn. 

Seventh Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was nry S 6 granted First Lieutenant L. F. Burnett, 
Adjutant (Fort Shaw, M. T.), with permission to apply 
through the proper channels for an extension of two 
months. 

Medical Department.—Leave of absence for one 
month was January 6 granted A A. Surgeon E. J. 
Clark, U. 8. Army (Cheyenne Agency, D. T.), on con- 
dition that he provide during his absence medical at- 
tendauce satisfactory to his post commander, without 
expense to the United States. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Briqadier-General John Pope; Headquarters, Fort Leacenworth. 

Medical Department.—Furloughs for two months 
was January 8 ted to Hospital Stewards Hugo 
Cole and Henry Forbes, U. 8. Army. 

Record of Marriages and Deaths.—General Orders No. 
1 of January 11 are to the following effect: As an exact 
record, in lawful form, of the marriages, deaths, and 
funerals in which post Chaplains have officiated may, 
at some future time, prove of great importance to the 
parties concerned, or their descendants, and as, in 
many cases, such ceremonies are performed also for 
citizens, in the absence of any proper civil officer, by 
military Chaplains, whose records contain the only 
evidence thereof, it is ordered that post Chaplains on 
duty in this Department prepare a book and enter 
therein an accurate record of all marriages, baptismal, 
and funeral services which they may have ormed, 
both for civilians and persons in the military service, 
at the posts at which they are now stationed, or in the 
vicinity thereof, with such particulars relative to each 
as may be of importance. Such records forthe fuiure 
will be made. ‘This book must be considered as a part 
of the records of the post, and will be subject to in- 
spection by inspecting officers. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Briqadier-General EZ. 0. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ned. 


- Sl ee ae H.B. sem U. 8. Army, 
orde: anuary roceed to rth Platte 
Sidney Barracks, on public business. r -™ 
Fourteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Thomas B. 
Briggs was January 9 relieved from temporary duty at 
cg A Stambaugh, and ordered to join his proper sta- 


commanding officer of each company of 
Fourteenth mg were January 14 ordered Hyak 
requisition Sprip rifles, 45, with 
Trowel Bayonets and Intrenching Tools, and Trowel 


Jan. 23, 1875 





niente 





bayonet scabbards, for fifty-four men per company, 
with necessary ammunition, not to exc two hun- 
dred and fifty rounds per man, each commander to 
make regular reports to the Chief of Ordnance as to 
the merits of the Trowel Bayonets and Intrenching 
Tools. 

Pay Department —Major T. H. Stanton, Paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, was January 14 ordered to report, in per- 
son, to the Chief Paymaster of the Department, in 
Omaha, in time to close his accounts, on the 80th day 
of January under his present bond, and to resume duty 
on the Ist of February, under his new bond. Having 
performed this duty, Major Stanton will return to his 
station at Cheyenne. ; 

The Grasshopper Sufferers.—First Lieutenants Chris- 
topher T. Hall, Second Cavalry; Stephen O’Connor, 
Twenty-third Infantry, and John P. Walker, Third 
Cavalry, and Second Lieutenants Rufus P. Brown, 
Theodore E. True, John J. O’Brien, and Lewis Mer- 
riam, Fourth Infantry; William F. Norris, Ninth In- 
fantry; Charles H. Heyl and James B. Lockwood, 
Twenty-third Infantry, were January 14 appointed 
Acting Assistant Quartermasters and ordered to re- 
port, in person, in Omaha, without delay, to First 
Lieutenant John F. Trout, Twenty-third Infantry, A. 
A. Q. M., to issue clothing to grasshopper sufferers in 
western Nebraska, under authority contained in letter 
from the Adjutant-General’s Office, dated January 6, 
1875. 

Second Cavalry.—First Lieutenant Christopher T. 
Hall was January 14 relieved as member General Court- 
martial. 

Fort Sanders.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Sanders, W. T., January 10. 
Second Lieutenants Robert H. Young, A. B. Critten- 
den, Fourth Infantry, and the following officers of the 
Second Cavalry were detailed for the court: Colonel 
Innis N. Palmer; Captain Henry E. Ney First 
Lieutenants Christopher T. Hall, Joshua L. Fowler, 
R. Q. M.; Second Lieutenant Frederick W. Kingsbury. 
First Lieutenant William P. Clark, Adjutant, Judge- 
Advocate. 

Sidney Barracks.—A General Court-martial was ap- 

ointed to meet at Sidney Barracks, Neb., January 18. 

tail for the court: Captains John J. ore aes 
Twenty-third Infantry; William Hawley, Third Cav 
alry; First Lieutenants Joseph Lawson, Emmet Craw- 
ford, Third Cavalry; Assistant Surgeon Charles K. 
Winne, Medical Department. Second Lieutenant 
Charles Morton, Third Cavalry, Judge-Advocate. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon William E. 
Brandt, U. 8. Army, was January 12 ordered to Fort 
D. A. Russell, W. T., for temporary duty at,that post. 

Third Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant Edgar Z. Steever 
was January 12 detailed as a member of General Court- 
martial, vice Captain John J. Coppinger, Twenty-third 
Infantry, relieved. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 


Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward William 
Oakes, U. 8. Army, at Fort Clark, Texas, was Janu- 
ary 2 ordered to report fer duty at that post. 

Tenth Infuntry.—Having complied with instructions 
received, Second Lieutenant D. F. Stiles was January 
6 ordered to return to the post of Austin with as little 
delay as practicable. 

Leave of absence for one month, on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability, was January 5 granted Captain J. A. 
P. Hampson (Fort Clark, Texas). 

Twenty-fifth Infantry.—Major Z. R. Bliss was Janu- 
ary 6 assigned to the command of Fort Bliss, Texas, to 
which post he will proceed on the expiration of bis 
present leave of absence. 

The General Court-martial of which Colonel G. L. 
Andrews, Twenty-fifth Infantry, is president, was Jan- 
uary 4 dissolved. 

The seven days leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant Andrew Geddes, Twenty-fifth Infantry, was 
January 8 extended twenty days. 

The Quartermaster’s Department was January 7 or- 
dered to furnish transportation to Fort Davis, Texas, 
to Second Lieutenant W. L. Scott, Twenty-fifth In- 
fantry, the amount of which will be refunded by him. 

Fourth Cavalry.—Colonel R. 8. Mackenzie, at San 
Antonio, was January 7 directed to proceed to Fort 
Clark on public business, on the completion of which 
he will return to Departmeot Headquarters. Major A. 
E. Latimer, now at Fort Clark, Texas, was same date 
directed to proceed to Fort Richardson, Texas, and re- 
port to the commanding officer for duty with the com- 

nies of the Fourth Cavalry at that post. Second 

ieutenant J. A. McKinney, at rort McKavett, Texas, 
to proceed to Fort Duncan, Texas, to superintend the 
transfer of company property. Captain 8S. Gunther, 
at Fort Richardson, Texas, to proceed to Fort Mc- 
Kavett, Texas, to superintend the transfer of company 
property. Captain N. B. McLaughlen, at Fort Rich- 
ardson, Texas, to proceed to Fort Clark, Texas, to 
superintend the transfer of company property. 

Eleventh Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was January 5 
granted Captain Lynde Catlin (Fort Griffin, Texas). 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq'rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General 1. McDowell ; a — q — 

ighteenth ntry.—Leave of absence for twen 
PR aoe pen 1 granted Second Lieutenant F. 4 
Taylor (Atlanta, Ga.) 
riment.—Major W. B. Rochester, Paymas- 


8. Army, was January 11 ordered to Newport, 
Ky. on duty connected with the Pay Department; 





Colonel Daniel McClure, Assistant Paymaster-General 
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U. 8. Army, Chief Paymaster of the Department, will 

ay the troops stationed at Chattanooga, Tenn., At- 
ae and Savannah, Ga., and St. Augustine, Fla.; 
Major H. B. Reese, Paymaster, U. 8. Army, the troops 
stationed at Forts Macon, Raleigh, Marion, and John- 
ston, N. C.; Columbia, Charleston, Yorkville, and 
Newberry, N. C., and Augusta Arsenal, Ga.; Major 
W. B. Rochester, Paymaster, U. 8. Army, the troops 
stationed at Nashville, and Humboldt, Tenn.; Hunts- 
ville, Livingston, and Opelika, Ala., and Lebanon, 
Lancaster, and Frankfort, Ky., on the muster and pay- 
rolls of December 31, 1874. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon Frank Atkis- 
son, U. 8. Army, was January 14 relieved from duty 
at Newberry and ordered to Columbia, 8. C., for duty, 
and on his arrival Assistant Surgeon E. B. Mosely, U. 
$. Army, was to proceed to Mobile Barracks, Mobile, 
Ala., to relieve A. A. Surgeon H. T. Cox, U. 8. Army, 
whose contract will then be annulled by the post com- 
mander of the Department. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Mc.or-General W. 8S. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending January 19, 1875: Second 
Lieutenant H. H. Landon, Twenty-fifth Infantry; 
Major John Green, First Cavalry; Captain A. B 
Taylor, Fifth Cavalry; Major G Warren, En- 
gineer Corps; Captain Alexander Moore, Third Cav- 
alry; Assistant Surgeon C. L. Heizmann, U. 8. Army. 

Second Artillery.—Leave of absence for ore month, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was January 14 
granted Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Wolfe (Fort Mc- 

enry, Md.) 

Third Artillery.—Leave of absence for fifteen days 
was Janunry 18 granted First Lieutenant George B. 
Barstow (Fort Wood, N. Y. H.) 

Fifth Artillery.—The leave of absence for seven days, 
taken the 10th instant by Major Truman Seymour, 
commanding Fort Preble, Me., was January 12 ex- 
tended three days 

Quartermaster's Department.—Leave of absence for 
twenty days was January 12 granted Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Rufus Saxton, Deputy Quartermaster-General, U. 
8. Army (Buffalo, N. Y.) 

Examining Board.—Under the provisions of par. 4, 
G. O. No. 98, series of 1867, Headquarters of the 
Army, A.-G, O., the following named officers of the 
Fifth Artillery was January 12 placed subject to the 
orders of the regimental commander, for detail on a 
board of officers to make a preliminary examination of 
S rgeant-Major Cecil M. Edmonds, Fifth Artillery, an 
applicant for promotion: Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick 
T. Dent; Major George P. Andrews; Captains George 
A. Kensel, Francis L. Guenther. The board will 
convened at Fort Adams, or at Fort Trumbull, as the 
regimental commander may elect. ’ 

Board of Inventory.—Under the provisions of par. 
1037, Revised Army Regulations uf 1863, a board of 
officers to consist of: Major William Hays and Cap- 
tains Jacob B. Rawles, David H. Kinzie, Fifth Artil- 
lery, was January 16 ordered to assemble at No. 2, 
Bulfinch street, Boston, the 20th inst., to take an in- 
ventory of the public property and money, for which 
the late Lieutenant-Colonel Robert O. Tyler, Deputy 
Quartermaster-General, U. 8. Army, was responsible. 

Fort Wadsworth.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Wadswozth, N. Y. H., Janu- 
ary 22. Assistant Surgeon S. S. Bedal, Medical De- 
partment, and the following officers of the Third 
Artillery were detailed for the court: Major Horace G. 
Gibson; Captain Edward R. Warner; First Lieutenant 

msay D. Potts; Second Lieutenants Joseph M. 
Califf, John E. Myers. First Lieutenant Jno. F. Mount, 
Judge-Advocate. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H’dg’rs San Francisco, Cal, 


Officers Itegistered.—The following-named officers 
registered their names at headquarters Military Divis- 
ion of the Pacitic, during the week ending Tuesday, 
January 5, 1875: Captain J. M. Hamilton, Pifth Cav- 
alry; First Lieutenant M. C. Wilkinson, Third In- 
fantry. 

First Cavalry.—Leave of absence for two months on 
surgeon’s certificate of disability was December 31 
granted Colonel Alvan C. Gillem, with permission to 
g0 beyond the limits of this Military Division and 
apply to the Adjutant-General for an extension of ten 
months. (Station, Benicia Barracks, Cal.) 

Medical Depariment.—The leave of absence for one 
month granted A. A. Surgeon S. A. Freeman, U. S. 
Army, by 8. O., Headquarters Department of Arizona, 
December 3, 1874, was January 4 extended one month, 
with permission to apply to Headquarters of the Army 
for an extension of one month. 

Payment of Troops.—Major James H. Nelson, Pay- 
master, U. 8. Army, was January 2 ordered to proceed 
to pay the troops in the Department of Arizona, to 
December 81, 1874. After the completion of this duty 

e will resume his station at Prescott, A. T. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Payment of Troops.—Major Charles J. Sprague, Pay- 
master, U. 8. Army, was January 6 ordered to-pay the 
troops at the following posts ond stations to the 31st 
day of December, 1874: Camps Independence, Gaston, 
Wright, and Bidwell, Cal., Fort Klamath, Oregon, 
and Camps McDermit and Halleck, Nev. 

Alcatraz Island.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
— to meet at Alcatraz Island, Cal., January 11. 
t tail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Nelson, 

welfth Infantry; Captaias Richard C.-Parker, John 


TS 





M. Norvell, Twelfth Infantry; First Lieutenants 
Arthur Morris, Frederick Fuger, Sidney W. Taylor, 
Fourth Artillery; Second Lieutenants Frederick A. 
Smith, William L. Geary, Twelfth Infantry. Captain 
Harry C. Cushing, Fourth Artillery, Judge-Advocate. 





INCIDENT OF iad HILLS EXPEDI- 


HEADQUARTERS MippLE District, DEPARTMENT ) 
or Daxora, Fort ABRAHAM LincoLn, D.T., > 
September 10, 1874. \ 
The Rev. S. D. Hinman. 

My Dear Sr: As the services of the Santee Scouts 
are no longer required—they having been employed in 
connection with the “Black Hills Expedition »—and 
as they are about to set out on their return to their 
Reservation, I desire to express to you as their Mis- 
sionary my hearty approval of their conduct during 
the brief period they have been under my command. 
As soldiers I have found them faithful, obedient, and 
trustworthy, always ready to perform tkeir duty. It 
gives me still greater pleasure to testify to their de- 
portment as men. [ doubt if the same number of 

oung men belonging to the white race could. be col- 
ected in any community of the same size, whose moral 
bearing would excel if equal that of the Santee young 
men wko accompanied the ‘‘ Black Hills Expedition.” 


. | They seemed to be generally free from the prevailing 


vices usually found amon As aclass, 
ye neither indulge in profanity or strong drink. 

ne pleasant incident among the many which char- 
acterized my visit to the ‘‘ Black Hills,’”- I now recall. 
It was during one of our resting days in camp. I was 
seated alone in my tent, when suddenly, as if from the 
rocks and forests of that beautiful region, I heard the 
familiar air ‘‘Old Hundred,” roll forth from a score 
or more of manly voices. Then followed the equal 
familiar hymn, ‘‘ Rock of Ages,” and others not Jess 
known. Cavalrymen are not noted for their hymn- 
singing qualities, and I stepped outside my tent to dis- 
cover from whom this music came. It was from a 
group of Santee young men, and [I shall long remem- 
ber the pleasing effect produced by hearing these good 
old hymns sung, as I then heard them, by men or the 
sons of men who, but a few years ago, roamed over 
this country in a state of barbarous wildness. 

So much for the labors of Christianity and civiliza- 
tion; and to you, and through you to the Santees un- 
der your charge, I express my gratification that so 
much has been achieved. May the good work go on, 
is the sincere wish of Yours truly, 

G. A. Custer, Brevet Major-General, 
U. 8S. Army, Commanding District. 


young men. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


Dwurine the past week the following bills, etc., re- 
lating to the Army and Navy have been introduced in 
Congress: 

In the Senate, on the 13th inst., a Message was re- 
ceived from the l’resident, transmitting in accordance 
with the requirements of the joint resolution of March 
25, 1874, reports from the Secretary of the Treasury 
and Secretary of War, upon the causes of epidemic 
cholera, which were ordered to be printed. 

H. R. bill No. 4306, to place Lawrence A. Williams, 
late major Sixth Cavalry, upon the retired list, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

In the House, a letter was received from the Secre- 
tary of War, submitting various surveys, also a state- 
ment of the expenditures at the Springfield Armory, 
made in pursuanee of an act of May 2, 1874, also a 
letter in relation to the repeal of the law which for- 
bids promotions in the Staff of the Army. 

Mr. Killinger introduced a bill, H. R. 4311, for the 
relief of Henry C. Parry, late assistant surgeon of the 
Army. 

The Senate, on the 14th instant, passed House bill 
4213, to provide for compensating the officers of the 
Government engaged in observing the Transit of 
Venus. 

Mr. Clayton introduced a bill (S. No. 1128), to re- 
store Frank W. Perry, late captain, Twenty-fourth In- 
fantry, to the rolls of the Army, which was read twice, 
and referred to Committee on Military Affairs. 

Senate bills, 743 and 744, for the relief of Dabney H. 
Maury and Chas. M. Fauntleroy respectively, were 
signed by the Vice-President. 

n the House, a letter was received from the Secre- 
tary of War in relation to the disposition of papers ip 
the Quartermaster-General’s Department. 

Mr. O’Neil presented a petition of mothers pensioned 
on account of the services of their sons in the Army 
and Navy, for increase of pension. 

In the Senate, on the 15thinst., H. R. bill No. 2190, 
to amend an act, entitled ‘‘ An act granting pensions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the War of 1812, and 
the widows of deceased soldiers,” approved February 
14, 1871, and to restore to the pension-roils those per- 
sons whose names were stricken therefrom in conse- 
quence of disloyalty, was re-committed to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

H. R. No. 3716, granting a p<nsion to Elizabeth B. 
Dyer, was put on the private calendar. 

In the House, Mr. Young, of Georgia, reported back 
from the Military Committee, with amendments, 
H. R. No. 3873, for the relief of J. W. Drew, late ad- 
ditional paymaster in the Army. This bill authorizes 
the allowance in the settlement of his accounts, $20,- 
319.88, for disbursements made on vouchers lost in 
transmission. The amendments were to insert the 
words, ‘‘such as he my show not exceeding the” 
sum above mentioned, ‘‘ alleged to have been’ lost, 
and add the following proviso: ‘‘That such accounting 
officers shall be satisfied such disbursements were 


made, and in determining the sums secondary evidence | respo 


a 


ferred to the committee of the whole on the private 
calendar. 

Mr. Gunckel, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs reported adversely on the bill (H. R. 3949) to 
restore George A. Armes to the rank of captain in the 
Army. Mr. Hays, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back House bill 210, for the relief of 
Daniel 8. Mershon, Jr., and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, Mr. Scofield, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, reported adversely on joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 36), ape: te au enquiry into the U. 8. 
Navy, and bill (8. No. 745) for the relief of Philip 8. 
Wales, medical inspector, U. 8. N. 

The House discussed bill No. 782, for the relief of 
the officers and crew of the Wyoming and Takiang, and 
struck out the enacting clause, as reported from the 
Committee of the Whole, which kills the bill. The 
main objection to the bill seemed to be on the ground 
of using the Japanese Indemnity Fund for the purpose 
of compensating the officers and crews of those vessels, 

H. R. No. 565, for the relief of Peters and Reed, 
naval contractors, at the Norfolk yard, was 

Mr. Albright introduced a bill (H. R. No. 4841), in 
relation to the Quartermaster’s Department, fixing its 
status, reducing the number, and regulating appoint- 
ments and promotions therein. 

H.R. 4159, introduced in the House of Representa- 
tives by Mr. MacDougall, to reduce and fix the Pay 
Department of the Army, enacts that the Pay a 
ment of the Army shall hereafter consist of one Pay- 
master-General with the rank of brigadier-general, two 
assistant paymasters-general with the rank of colonel, 
two deputy paymasters-general with the rank of lieu- 
tenant-colonel, thirty paymasters with the rank of ma- 
jor, and twenty paymasters with the rank of captain, 
with pay and emoluments of officers of said grades. 
Sec. 2. That no appointments shall be made to the 
grade of major until the number of officers of that 
grade be reduced below thirty ; and thereafter the 
number of officers of that grade shall not exceed 
thirty ; nor shall this act be construed to allow more 
than fifty paymasters of both grades at one and the 
same time : Provided, That no officer now in service 
shall be reduced in rank or mustered out by reason of 
any provisions of law herein made. 

n the Senate, on the 19th inst., Mr. Cragin presented 
the memorial of Captain A. C. Rhind, to be restored 
to his proper ition on the Register, next below 
Captain A. K. Hughes. 

In the House, on the 18th inst., the following bills 

were introduced: No. 4385, by Mr. Fort, to regulate 
the issue of artificial limbs to disabled soldiers, sea- 
men, and others; No. 4387, by Mr. McNulta, to further 
extend the benefits of section 4, of an act 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1866; No. 4392, by Mr. Havens, 
authorizing the Secretary of War to pay certain Army 
officers; Joint resolution No. 144, by Mr. Garfield, in 
regard to alleged new evidence in the case of Fitz John 
Porter. Mr. ‘Marshall from the Committee on Appro- 
priations, reported a bill H. R. 4442, nny ye ae 
priations for the support of the Military Academy, 
which was made the special order for Tuesday, the 
26th inst. 
A communication was laid before the House from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the report of 
the board of officers appointed to inquire into the ex- 
dieucy of establishing a coaling depot at St. Mary’s, 
Maryland. 








THE RECORDS OF THE WAR. 


Tue preparation for the publication of the official 
records of the late war, Federal and Confederate, 
under the act of last June, is ee very favorable 
progress at the War Department. The plan adopted 
has been to print in the Department, on separate sheets, 
a dozen or so copies of each letter or despatch. This 
obviates the necessity of copying them, or of exposing 
these valuable papers to the darger of loss by sending 
them to the Government printing office. By this plan, 
also, the copies of the documents are in convenient 
shape for the use of the editor and compiler. 
In a letter to the Hon. James A. Garfield, of the 
House of Representatives, Mr: H. T. Crosby, Chief 
Clerk, writing under the approval of the Secretary of 
War, offers the pagent suggestions Sa 
preparation of the valuable documents for the printer: 
Dear Ste: In the Sundry Civil Appropriation bill, 
approved June 23, 1874, $15,000 was approp _ to 
enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication 
of the records of the war of the rebellion—Union and 
Confederate—and he was directed to have copied for 
the Pubiic Printer all reports, letters, telegrams, and 
general orders not heretofore copied or printed, and 
arranged in chronological order. In his annual esti- 
mates tor 1875-76 the Secretary of War asks for 
$15,000 to commence the work, and in his annual re- 
poit for 1874 expresses the conviction that the appro- 
priation should be larger than this estumate. Owing 
to the important and confidential character of the 
records to be examined, the magnitude of the work, 
and the value of the documents from which the 
record will be prepared, the Secretary has been com- 
elled to assign to the duty of preparing them for pub- 
ication clerks of tried experience, and in whom he 
has confidence, in order that not only the work may 
be well done, but that the records may be carefully 
preserved. in his report the Secretary says that the 
clerks ‘‘to whom the work has been have 
been chosen on account of their comprehensive know- 
ledge of the records and the events of the war.” 
While some additional force has been employed to 
copy some of the records, she gremter of the work 
is being done by gentlemen who are 
partment, and who, while they receive only the small 
of clerks of their grade, have all the 
of the work, and none of the men sé: 





may be received.’ The bill and amendments were re- 





employed can be given extra compensation on 








Dy 


as 


) 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


— 
4 


Jan. 23, 1875 








of existing statutes, to the effectSthat ne Government 
employee can receive any compensation but his regular 
salary for any public services whatever, The hardship 
is illustrated by the following case in point: The tele- 
grams of the War Department are embraced in a series 
of several hundred volumes, which gontain material 


most valuable and confidential—important both to the 
Government and individuals—with a mass of tele- 
rams unin’ g and trifling in their character. 


ut one or two persons in the Department have any 
intimate acquaintance with these particular records, 
and access to them is only allowed to those officials in 
the Department who have the full confidence of the 
Secretary of War. . 

Under these circumstances it would be highly im- 

litic to assign the work of preparing them for pub- 
ication to inexperienced persons, or to any of whose 
integrity and ability the Secretary of War has not had 
proof. He has, therefore, assigned to the duty a 
gentleman in his own immediate office, but who is 
e d office hours in his ordinary duties, arid 
is compelled, therefore, to assort, copy, and arrange 
the telegrams long after the customary hours for closing 
the Department. This work is performed in addition 
to the duties required of him during office hours, and 
he cannot receive pay for this extra duty on account of 
the prohibition of law. Now, for reasons above 
stated, would it not be advisable to place the work in 
the hands of those who could devoete their official 
time to its accomplishment? 

This is an illustrative case, but it applies equally to 
other individuals. 

It was for these reasons that the Secretary in his re- 
port recommended that when an appropriation for this 
work is made, authority be given to pay them for such 
extra services in addition to their salary as clerks. 

If this recommendation is approved, a proviso could 
be added to the clause making the appropriation, 
leaving it to the sound discretion of the Secretary of 
War to make payments for extra service on this work. 








(From the New York Times.) 
AMERICAN OFFICERS IN EGYPT. 


THE recent brilliant exploit of the young American 
soldier, Colonel Long, of the Egyptian service, calls 
attention to the little band of American officers who 
have taken commissions under the Khédive. These 
comprise several graduates of our militury school at 
West Point. Almost from their first appearance in 
Egypt they have distinguished themselves in military 
organization or practical achievement in the field ; but 
the feat of Colonel Long in defeating, with a force 
consisting only of himself and two Egyptian soldiers, 
a savage band of four hundred under the chief Kabba 
Rega, who had before brought to naught a large expe- 
dition of Sir Samuel Baker, is the most famous of their 
exploits. It will link the name of the plucky young 
American with those of the many intrepid African ex- 
a and adventurers, the story of whose achievements 

‘orms the most fascinating chapter in the literature of 
travels. The scene of the unequal conflict on the 
shores of the Lake Victoria, in Central Africa, adds to 
its romantic interest, and the fact that it was waged in 
the good cause of suppressing the slave trade will in- 
crease its claims to be remembered. 

When the attention of the Khédive was first turned 
to the United States as a recruiting field for the officer- 
ing of his army, the rebellion had but just been 
terminated. The ptian sovereign wisely concluded 
that the ending of so great a conflict would leave un- 
employed a- considerable number of experienced 
officers, whose tastes would incline them to remain in 
military life, rather than to seek employment in civil 
persuits. Besides, his offers of pay and promotion 
were such as to tempt even the younger officers of our 
r Army, who were impatien{ of the slow ad- 
vancement in their own service. When it was once 
known, therefore, that the Khédive was seeking for 
officers, the applications for places became very nu- 
merous. Mr. Merchant, of this city, the agent of the 
Egyptian Government in the matter, and himself the 
son of a United States roy officer of excellent reputa- 
tion and long service, had his choice among an excep- 
tionally capable body of officers. His g judgment 
in the selection has been proved by the conduct of 
those who have taken comeniesions in Egypt. 

The most famous American officer in the service of 
the Khédive is General Charles P. Stone, who now 
holds the position of Chief of the General Staff. He is 
the general officer who suffered so terribly and un- 
justly, in loss of reputation and actual imprisonment, 
for failure of the affair at Ball’s Bluff, on the Poto- 
mac, near Leesburg, in the first year of the war, the 
Autumn of 1861. ‘The opportunity from which he was 
debarred in his own re General Stone has found 
and improved in Egypt. He was recognized here as 
one the bravest and most capable of our officers. 
No one who knew General Stone can be at all sur- 
prised at his rapid elevation in the service where he has 
met with kinder fortunes. In September of 1873 he 
received promotion to the rank of ‘‘ Ferik Pacha,” the 
highest ew | grade in the Egyptian service, outside 
of the royal family. His skill as an organizer has 
proved of the greatest service to the Khédive, who has 
not failed to appreciate and reward his efforts. 

Another of the American officers in Egypt is Colonel 
Horatio B. Reed, of this city, who is Lieuienant-Colonel 
-- ewe served —_ — in the b reer eer 

commanding a nigade, an tly dis- 
ee himself generally during the wat, Onondl 
R. E Colston, also of the ral Staff, is a Virginian, 
who commanded eo of his State in Lee’s army, 
Pickctt’s division. He bore a high reputation, and 
won his brigadier-generalcy before the end of the war. 
Colonels Colston and Reed command an expedition 
for reconn and conquest into the lored 





tion for a similar purpose, is commanded by two Ame. 
ticans—Colonel Sparrow Purdy and eutenant- 
Colonel A. Macomb Mason, likewise of the General 
Staff. These commands are well equipped with howit- 
zers and Gatling batteries, and are accompanied by a 
large party of topographical engineers and a scientific 
ore of naturalists. For the first time the country 
will be mapped, and hitherto unexplored regions sur 
veyed. As the expeditions are to be gone three years, 
and will extend far into the interior, to hitherto un- 
visited territory, these American officers will probably 
come back with claims to be ranked among the most 
— explorers of the African continent. We are 
told in letters which they have sent to friends in New 
York that previous to their departure the Khédive re- 
ceived them at his palace at Kasr-il-Nit, and particu- 
Jarly and very graciousiy thanked ‘‘his American 
officers” for their devotion to him in assuming charge 
of such perilous expeditions. 

Among other American officers in Egypt, are General 
William McE. Dye, of Indiana, a graduate of West 
Point, who was Colonel of an Iowa regiment, and 
commanded a brigade during the whole war, Colonel of 
General Staff ; Lieutenant Chancellor Martin, of this 
city, also a graduate of West Point, Class of 1868, 
Major of Staft; Lieutenant Robert M. Rogers, late 
Second United States Artillery, Colonel of Engineers; 
Lieutenant James Bassel, also a West Point graduate, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineers; Mr. Henry G. Prout, 
of Kansas, who served with the Massachusetts volun- 
teers during the war, Major of Engineers. These are 
the chief of our American representation in the Egyp- 
tian service. So far, they have well maintained the 
honor of their country in their new allegiance, and that 
they may add not only to the sum of military glory, 
but also to the more important fund of human know- 
ledge, must be the wish of all their countrymen. 








REMINISCENCES OF LEE* 


THE valuable portion of this book consists only—so 
far as the reader is concerned—of the letters of Gene- 
ral Lee and the anecdotes. The bulk of the volume 
has been increased by newspaper cuttings and elegiac 
oratory which are in quantity and quality precisely 
what might be expected—devoted to adjectives of the 
superlative degree, and the usual rhetorical flourishes, 
elaborated with encyclopedia and eraser, amidst the 
inspiration of office solitude. The spirit in which it is 
compiled, and the sentiments indicated by many of its 
excerpts, General Lee himself would have been the first 
to condemn, and it is curious that amidst all the vene- 
ration professed for the Confederate chieftain by his 
Southern admirers, there should be such a decided 
failure on their part to follow his example and 
accept his principles. This very interval between 
them and him is, however, the best testimony 
which they can offer to the real greatness of Robert 
E. Lee. It warrants, so far as comparison with them- 
selves is concerned, the utmost limits of assertion. 
They may well celebrate his birth-day, but the attempt 
at the celebration of Manassas likewise, shows it an 
open question as to whether Lee is worshipped for 
what he actually was, or simply as a figure-head on 
which to drape old prejudices and new and increased 
dislike. And the desire to make a sectional holiday 
out of Manassas illustrates the short-sightedness of a 
polity which habitually sees plainly enough the smooth 
slope directly before it, but takes no account of the 
mountains beyond. In the Federal failure of that 
battle lay the total failure of Calhounism. Appomat- 
tox with its surrender of the fragments of Lee’s army 
and all of the lofty hopes of the South was a direct 
evolution of Bull Run. The effort to ornament South- 
ern achievement by disfiguring that of their adversa- 
ries shows how deep rankles the sting of defeat— 
climaxing, it is seen, in that most delicious of all 
assertions, that the South failed finally only out of 
the sheer weariness of victory. Bui, as before said, the 
letters of this vo‘ume are a real contribution to history 
—the rest is so much chaff which we take patiently in 
order to get at these grains of wheat. 

The South lost its slaves, for the security of whom 
the war was originally entered into by them—failed to 
secure that separate independence which they now 
seek to substitute as the original and direct incentive 
to their secession—lost their armies and their capitol 
and their president, while Abraham Lincoln, at his 
second election, “held, occupied and possessed’’ the 
entire theatre of the Rebellion from Cairo to Cape 
Suble, and yet the South was not defeated—oh no— 
never—only alittle blown by the burden uf continuous 
victory. 

How redolent this is of the old Hectorism which 
seems, like a tansy bed, to give out a stronger per- 
fume the more it is trampled upoa. 

Will it ever be admitted that the war settled one 
thing ?—that no Arkansas traveller or Fort Sumter fire- 
eater could ride, conquering and to conquer, from the 
Ohio to the St. John’s; or will tradition tell under some 
future palmetto of how the Peedee Braves held high 
revel in every State House from Harrisburg to Au- 

sta, and parolled the North by the census return, from 
Barbara Frietchie to Mrs. Anthony, the men having 
fled over the Canada line! 

The shadow of this transit is already projecting 
itself over sundry historical societies, and we wait to 
see the precise minuté of contact and escape, ees filed 
with oftic.al records fully as precise and fully as 
valuable. 

Nobody denies that the Confederates fought with 
the utmost gallantry—nobody denies that their gene- 
rals were every way worthy of their rank and reputa- 
tion, but the validity of these assertions is vitally bound 
up with the conclusion that their opponents were mcn 
of like mettle with themselves, C. 
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* “ Personal ‘icmiinlesinees of General R. E. Lee,” by Rey. J. 
Wm; Jones, D.D. New Xork: Appleton and Co., 1874, 
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“THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Jounnat all facts 





ef interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 
Tue Powhatan left Norfolk on the 14th inst. for 


Lisbon. 


Tue Plymouth sxiled from New York on Sunday for 


Key West. 


Tne Kansas arrived at Aspinwall Dec. 27, and ex- 


pected to leave Jan. 2 for Key West, via Greytown. 


Tue U. 8. coast survey schooner George M. Bache, 


arrived at Savannah on the 11th of this month, after a 


stormy disagreeable passage from Brooklyn. Her 
officers are Liestenent J. M. Hawley, U. 5. Navy, 
commanding; Master J. W. Graydon, U. 8. Navy; 


. Wight, U. 8. Navy, and Frank Chaffee 


winter in surveying the Savannah river, 

We take the following from the Washington 
Chronicle of Jan. 18: The funeral of Mrs. M. L. Poor, 
the wife of Admiral C. H. Poor, U. 8. Navy, who died 
on the 15th inst., took place yesterday afternoon from 
the Church of the Epiphany, the Rev. Dr. Starkey, the 
former rector of the church, officiating, assisted by 
Rev. Mr. B. Ross, who in turn officiated at the chapel 
in Oak Hill Cemetery, where the remains were tempo- 
rarily deposited. The burial casket was of walnut, 
heavily mounted with silver, and covered with black 
cloth, the inside being lined with fine white satin. On 
the lid was a solid silver breast-plate bearing the follow- 
ing inscription: ‘‘ Mattie L. Poor: Died January 15, 
1875. Aged 56 years.” It was covered with a pro- 
fusion of rare flowers, among which were three beau 
tiful crowns, an anchor, crosses, etc. Besides the pall- 
bearers—Admiral Stanley, Secretary Belknap, General 
Babcock, General Chipman, Judge Drake, Ross Ray, 
Esq., Dr. Turner, U. 8. Navy, and H. A. Goldsbor- 
ough, Esq.—the obsequies were attended by a large 
number of dignitaries and civilians, including Secre- 
taries Robeson and Bristow. 

THE Canandaigua, Captain Edward Barrett com- 
manding, left New Orleans for Aspinwall on the 8th 
inst. She is to receive Lieutenant Collins and party, 
and convey them to the Atrato river, and then return 
and survey the bar at the mouth of the Chagres river. 
Ensign H. H. Barrall was detached from the Canonicus 
and ordered to join Lieutenant Collins’ party, doing 
temporary duty on board the Canandaigua, during the 

to Aspinwall. Captain Edward Barrett ref 
ieved Captain R. B. Lowry from the command of the 
Canundazgua on_the 7th inst., Captain Lowry going 
on furlough. The vessels now at New Orleans are the 
Worcester, Shawmut, Canonicus and Pinta. The coast 
survey steamer Blake, Commander J. C. Howell com- 
manding, is engaged in surveying at South West Pass. 
The coast survey schooner Silliman has arrived at 
Appalachicola, having had a stormy passage from Key 
West. The Colorado, Dictator, and Pawnee are at Key 
West. The Oassipee is at Samana Bay. The Kansas 
has arrived at Havana from a cruise among the islands 
and to the Spanish Main. She is expected shortly at 
Key West. The Plymouth is expected at Key West 
also, from New York, to reinforce the North Atlantic 
station. She is to supply the places of the Brooklyn 
and Wachusett. 

WE take the subjoined from the Washington Capital 
of January 17: On Tuesday, January 12, the marriage 
of Mr. Theodore Porter, son of Admiral Porter of the 
Navy, to Miss Bettie Mason, youngest daughter of 
the late Judge John Thomson Mason, took place at 
St. Anne’s Church, Annapolis, and drew together a 
large crowd of distinguished persons in civil and mili- 
tary life, besides a host of friends, relatives and 
strangers in the old town. The church was literally 
packed, and, having been beautifully dressed for 
Christmas and lighted for the occasion, gave a fine 
effect. The bridesmaids were Miss Lizzie Porter of 
Washington, firet; Miss Mary Lewis of New London, 
second; Miss Alice Bowie of Maryland, third; Miss 
Lina Hull of Baltimore, fourth; Miss Elana Porter of 
Washington, fifth; and Miss Bessie Ebbs of Phila- 
delphia, sixth. Miss Ebbs, though last on the list, held 
the position of honor next to the first bridesmaid. 
The ladies were attended respectively by Lieutenant 
R. M. G. Brown, Lieutenant Commander F. E. Chad- 
wick, Lieutenant L. C. Logan, Lieutenant Reed, 
Ensign E. F. Qualtrough and Commander Frederick 
Rogers, all of the Navy. The bride entered lean- 
ing on the arm of her father, Mr. John Thomson 
Mason, who gave her away, the groom walking on the 
b Parisian white silk, 


right. Her dress was a super : ilk, 
trimmed with orange blossoms, with lace overdress 
and veil. From two till five an elegant collation was 


served at Mr. Mason’s house, which is one of the 
finest of the aristocratic old houses in Annapolis. 
Among the notables present were Admiral and Mrs. 
Porter, in full dress; Captain Patterson, Admiral 
Rodgers of the Academy, Goveinor Groome of —. 
land, Hon. Judges Bartol and ltobinson of Court 0 
Appeals of Maryland, I. A. Steele of Baltimore, etc., 
etc. The bridesmaids were conspicuously handsome. 
f beauty and superbly 
brunette, daughter of 
blonde, 


Misses Porter elegantly dressed 


distingue looking. The bridal party left next 
me ticind for the North. The ushers for the ——- 


. John W. Randall and George H 
ool Walter Ebbs of Philadelphia, and Mr. 
Altogether the affair 
ff most 


bly. 
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THE CASE OF CAPTAIN TRUXTUN. Ensign William P. Conway to be a master from August 9, 1874. | not disposed to inquire into the process by which a 
from September 1g, Ine red T. Snell to be # commander | sifted gentleman has been brought so low, the recital 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineton, Nov. 12, 1874. 


Captain William 7. Truxtun, Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va.: 


Six: The Naval General Court-Martial by which you 
were recently tried, at the Navy-yard, Norfolk, 
Va., found you not guilty of the charges preferred 
against you. You are hereby relieved from arrest, and 
will resume your duties. Very respectfully, 

GEO. M. Rosson, Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, / 
WasHINGTON, Jan. 13, 1875. § 
Captain William Truxtun, Commanding U. 8S. S. Brooklyn, 
Norfolk, Va. 

Sir: In the letter addressed to you Nov. 12, inform- 
ing you of your acquittal by the General Court-Martial 
before which you appeared, the Department inadvyer- 
tently omitted to express its satisfaction at the result. 

It is due to you to state that the Department entirely 
concurs in, and approves the decision of the court. 
Very respectfully, 

Gro. M. Rossson, Secretary of the Navy. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


JANUARY 14.—Acting Sailmaker Charles H. Jones, to the Beni- 
cia on the 30th inst. 

JanvARY 15.—Lieutenant A. B. Wyckoff, to the receiving ship 
Potomac. 

Acting Sailmaker John J. Byrne, to the Brooklyn. 

January 16.—Commander Richard L. Law, to command the 
Dictator, at Key West, Fla. 

Lieutenant Richard Rush, to the receiving ship Potomac, at 
Philadelphia. 

Master Charles A. Clarke, to the Michigan. 

January 19.—Assistant Engineer Harrie Webster, to the Navy- 
yard, Washington. 

DETACHED. 


JANUARY 14.—Liecutenant Wm. J. Barnett, from the Navy- 
yard, Washington, and ordered to the Benicia on the 30th inst. 

Master F. H. Delano, from the Portsmonth, and ordered to re- 
turn to Washington and report for examination for promotion. 

JanvARY 15.—Lieutenant-Commander Wm. B. Hoff has re- 
ported his return home, ye | been detached from the Saranac 
on the 30th November last, and has been placed on waiting or- 


Lieutenant-Commander Thomas F. Wade, from the receiving 
Phip, at Boston, on the Ist February next, and granted -leave of 
absence for one year. 

Lieutenant A. C. McMechan, from the Hydrographic Office, 
and ordered to the Asiatic Station per steamer of 30th inst. from 
San Francisco. 

Sailmaker Samuel Tatem, from the Brooklyn, and placed on 
sick leave. 

JANUARY 16.—Captain Wm. F. Sp‘cer, from the command of 
the Dictator, on the reporting of his relief, and ordered to return 
home and report arrival. 

haps Joel A. Barber, from the Michigan, and ordered to the 
Brooklyn. 

January 19.—Lieutenant-Commander Chas. V. Gridley, from 
the Monongahela, South Atlantic Station, and ordered to return 
home and report arrival. 

Passed Assistant Engineer Geo. W. Sensner, from the Navy- 
yard, Washingten, and placed on waiting orders. 

Passed Assistant Engineer D. M. Fulmer, from special om at 
os Pa., and ordered to duty at the Naval Rendezvous, Phil 
adelphia. 

Passed Assistant Engineer H. D. McEwan, from the Naval 
Deneesvoun, Philadelphia, and ordered to special duty at Ches- 
ter, Pa. 

PREPARATORY ORDERS. 


Captain Wm. W. Low, for orders to command the Tennessee. 
Chaplain Donald Mcs.aren, for orders to the Tennessee. 


REVOKED. 


The orders of Lieutenant T. M. Etting to the Benicia, and to 
cantinne his duties on board the receiving ship Potomac, at Phil- 
adelphia. 

The orders of Lieutenant Geo. E. Ide to the Asiatic Station, 
and to continue his duties at the Hydrographic Office. 

The orders of Lieutenant W. O. Sharrer to the Benicia, and 
ordered to continue on duty at the Hydrographic Office. 


RESIGNED. 
Paymaster James F. Hamilton, to take effect January 14, 1875. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported te 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending January 20, 1875 : 

Frederick Winthrop, yeoman, August 6, 1874, U. S. steamer 
Benicia, at Honolulu, H. I. 

_Abiel_B. Carter, lieutenant, November 30, U. 8. steamer Beni- 
cia, at Honolula, H. I. 

Frank Halsey, marine, January 12, Naval Hospital, New York. 








NOMINATIONS TO THE SENATE. 


Passed Assistant Paymaster Rufus S. McConnell to bea pay- 
master in the Navy from January 15, 1875, vice Paymaster James 
F. Hamilton, resigned. 

Assistant Paymaster Samuel R. Colhoun to be a passed agsist- 
ant paymaster in the Navy from January 15, 1875, vice Passed 
Assistant Paymaster McConnell, nominated for promotion. 








SENATE CONFIRMATIONS. 


The following confirmations have been made by the Senate : 

Commodore George H. Preble, to take rank from November 2, 
1871, next after Commodore Edward Donaldson, instead of his 
former rank of commodore, in conformity to the act of Congress 
approved June 23, 1874. 

Master Nathan &. Niles to be a lieutenant from July 7, 1874. 

Ensign Marcus D. Hyde to be a master from July 7, 1874. 
— Lymaa G. Spalding to be a lieutenant from July 10, 


4. 
Ensign Nathan Sargent, Jr., to be a master from July 10, 1874. 


— Charles P. Perkins to be a lieutenant from July 22, 


Ensign John P. J. 5 to be a master from —_ 22, 1874. 
on Benjamin H. Buchiug to be a lieutenant from July 23, 
«3, 


Ensign Lazarus L. Reamy to be a master from July 23, 1874. 
Ensign Whitmul P. Ray to be a master from August 4, 1874, 
Commodore Napoleon Collins to be a rear-admiral from August 


9, 1874. P 

= John C. Febiger to be a commodore from August 9, 
4, 

P Sommaader K. Randolph Breese to be a captain from August 


Lieutenant-Commander Wm. T. Sampson to be a commander 
from Angust 9, 1874. 


ane Charles G. Bowman to be a lieutenant from August 9, 


Ensign William M. Wood to be a master from August 9, 3874. 
wat William P. Potter to be a Jieutenant from August 9, 


wae Giles B. Harker to be a lieutenant from September 19, 


‘ ensign Hanson R.,.Tyler to be a master from September 19, 
Captain Pierce Crosby to be a commodore from October 3, 1874 

P aaa Lewis A. Kimberly to bea captain from October 
” Lieutenant-Commander George P. Ryan to be a commander 

October 3, 1874. 
Master John Garvin to be a lieutenant from October 3, 1874. 
Ensign James H. Bull to be a master from October 3, 1874. 

— Sumner C. Paine to be a lieutenant from October 7, 


Ensign Francis Winslow to be a master from October 7, 1874. 

Lieutenant Commander George M. Bache to be a commander 
from October 22, 1874, 

Master Arthur P. Osborne to be a lieutenant from October 22, 


1874. 
uae Greenlief A. Merriam to be master from October 22, 


Lieutenant-Commander Bartlett J. Cromwell to be a com- 
mander from October 24, 1874. 
|. Master John B. Briggs to be a lieutenant from October 2%, 1874 
Ensign Charles H. an to be a master from October 24, 1874. 
> a.  womesned . Thackara to be a lieutenant from Novem- 
er 8, q 
Ensign Boynton Leach to be a master from November 8, 1874. 
Master Newton E. Mason to be a lieutenant from November 8, 


, Ensign Tremain H. Crosby to be a master from November 8, 


4. 
Captain J. Blakeley Creighton to be a commodore from No- 
vember 9, 1874. 


. Somaniee Bancroft Gherardi to be a captain from November 
” Lieutenant-Commander George W. Haywood to be a com- 
mander from November 9, 1874. 

Master Henry O. Handy to be a lieutenant from November 9, 


eensien Timothy G. Salter to bea master from November 9, 
42, 
Pd Arthur P. Nazro to be a lieutenant from November 19, 


Ensign John B. Milton to be a master from November 19, 1874. 
Robert W. Shafeldt to be Chief of the Bureau of Equipment 
and Recruiting. 

Charles Thomas Hibbett to be an assistant surgeonin the 


Navy. 
a Lewis E. Bixler to be a lieutenant from December 1, 


Ensign Landon P. Jouett to be a master from December 1, 1874. 
Commander Daniel L. Braine to be a captain from December 


11, 1874. 
sauiaster William W. Kimball to be a lieutenant from December 


Ensign Willie Kilburn to be a master from December 18 , 1874. 
Lieutenant-Commander John W. Philip to be a com mander 
from Deeember 18, 1874. 

Ensign Martial C. Dimock to be a master from January 1, 1875. 
Ensign Haile C, Nye to be a master from January 1, 1875. 








(From the New Orleans Picayune, Jan. 12.) 
‘*THE CANANDAIGUA HERALD.” 


SHortLy after the United States fleet invested New 
Orleans, there came to our office a very clever imita- 
tion of a newspaper, with heading, column rules, date, 
etc., all complete, and full of remarkably bright para- 

raphs, reports, and the usual newspaper miscellany. 
t was called the Canandaigua Herald, purported to 
come from the war-ship of that name, and, rather to 
humor the pleasant conceit of people toward whom we 
felt kindly despite their admission here, we acknow- 


- | ledged the receipt of the exchange, and made one or 


two extracts from its columns. Subsequently we 
received, at different times, three or four articles, 
written in the form of ordinary communications, but 
always with the note from the Canandaigua Herald of 
——,, (giving the date.) And these articles, with per- 
haps one exception, we copied in the Picayune, giving 
credit after the facetious practice originally adopted. 

At that time we had no knowledge as to authorship 
of these fugitive articles, credited to a paper which 
did not exist. They were so clever, though ; so bright, 
so palpably the product of a mind which had been 
nourished in the atmosphere of the academy that, 
without being conscious of any process of reasoning in 
the matter, we assumed that they were written by 
ome of the officers of the ship to beguile the mono- 
tony of a long blockade; and we don’t mind confess- 
ing that we thought it a pity so much intellectural cul- 
ture and literary ability should be frittered away in a 
career of gun-swabbing and deck-tramping. And this 
impression, we are sure, was popularly accepted 
whenever the Picayune bore these reprints from that 
metaphorical journal, the Canandaigua Herald. Cer- 
tainly it was accepted by the Republican, and made 
the basis of some very impertinent strictures on the 
commander of the ship ; it was also accepted by the 
Times and made the basis of some very sensible re- 
marks as to the rights of military officers to the 
free exercise of their intelligence and the un- 
trammelled enjoyment of their opinions. Perhaps 
it would have always remained a fixed conviction 
wherever the subject was considered, had not the re- 
tirement of Captain Lowry from the command of the 
Canandaigua, and the supposed connection of the two 
circumstances led to an inquiry and to consequent 
developments. 

It is now perfectly well known that the Canandaigua 
Hera'd was always a myth, having been a mere squib, 
a pleasantry gotten up by one of the marines on board 


probability neither Captain Lowry nor any of his offi- 
cers had any knowledge of it or the identity of its 
author. It was not until Captain Lowry’s trouble 
with the Department, and the association by public 
journals of that trouble with the imaginary Canandai- 
gua Herald, that all the facts came out, and it was dis- 
covered that the mysterious journalist was a common 
marine named Tom May. Tom May had not always 
been a marine, however, nor did he spring from the 
class which generally supplies this glorious country 
with marines, nor, indeed, for that matter, with the 
average military officer. It will surprise no one who 
read his writings to hear that he is an alumnus of Yale 
College, though it may require a little exertion to be- 
lieve that he patie at West Point, became a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the Army during the war, and be- 





Maryland, Such is the case, though, and while we are 


for the amusement of his comrades ; and that in all P 


longs, by birth, to the best stock in Pennsylvania and | Pe 


of these facts is deemed necessary to a clear under- 
standing of the affair. . 

It only remains to be said that as soon as May heard 
of the furlough of Captain Lowry and its assum 
cause, he went to that officer with a full explanation of 
the Canandaigua Herald hoax, and a declaration that 
he was ready to assume whatever Ppa y amg 
be involved. The vessel has sailed now, avd Captain 
Lowry, we learn, is on his way to Wi ; but if 
the public be correct in supposing that the su ti- 
tious newspaper and the retirement of Ca) 
are in anywise connected, we trust the foregoing 
natrative may meet with due consideration. 





A GRAND ball at the Academy of Music, New York, 
on Thursday evening of last week, in aid of the 
Infant Asylum, was opened by Major-General and 
Mrs. Hancock. 





A Wasurerton despatch of date Jan. 18, to the 
N. Y. Herald, says: The Naval Appropriation bill has 
been signed by the President and is the first to become 
alaw. The House Committee on Gn ee pee has 
already perfected and offered seven bills and four more 
are ready. Mr. Wheeler, who has in years past had 
charge of the Army bill, has gone to New Orleans, 
and it is understood that no attempt will be made to 
bring this bill before the House until his return, which 
will not be until early in February. 


Tue Secretary of War has sent a communication to 
Congress in relation to the claim of the Roman 
Catholic Mission of St. James to the whole military 
reservation at Fort Vancouver, which is valued at one 
million dollars. The claim is based on an act of Con- 
gress of 1848, and has been before the War Depart- 
ment for many years. The De t resists the 
claim, on the ground that this religious establishment 
is not a mission according to the sense of the act of 
1848, The Secretary suggests that the matter be sub- 
mitted to a court and jury for determination. 














An Associated Press despatch, dated Vicksburg, 
Miss., Jan. 18, says: This morning Captain Head, of 
the Third United States Infantry, repaired to the Court 
House and stated to Sheriff , elected at a 
special election on the 3ist ult., he had orders 
from General Emory to expel him. Flanagan pro- 
tested against the removal, but surrendered the key to 
Captain Head and withdrew. He appealed to Chan- 
cellor Hill for recognition as Sheriff de facto, but that 
Judge declined to interfere, never having conceded 
Flanagan’s right to possession. Captain Head reported 
his action to Judge Hill, who suggested that he should 
consult his superior officers for advice. A guard was 
placed over the Sheriffs office, and in the afternoon 
the Supervisors ordered that the county a A be 
transferred to the President of said Board. This was 
done, Captain Head taking a receipt for the property 
and withdrawing the bayonets to the_ barracks. 
The troops were used, through General Emory, by 
Governor Ames, who claims to have had a p that 
soldiers should be sent from General Sheridan when 
en route to New Orleans. The people look upon the 
outrage with becoming forbearance. 

The Chancellor appointed W. H. McGhee Sherift 
pro tem, and he was placed in ion of the office 
by the military. McGhee (white) is a republican and 
was deputy under Sheriff Crosby. Chancellor Hill 
upon opening court two weeks ago, adjourned it un 
to-day in order to determine what course he would 
take in reference to the Shrievalty. Members of the 
Bar present protested against the courts allowing and 
apparently segnating of the military interference with 
its officers, as a violation of all law and the destruc- 
tion of civil government. . 








ANOTHER addition has been made to the new 
Mexican navy, by the recent launch of the sloop 
Democrata at Greenwich, England. This ship is the 
sister vessel to the Mezico, built by the same firm, 
and launched a short time since. Both vessels are of 
similar dimensions, their length 140 feet ; 
breadth of beam 26 feet; and depth 15 feet 6 inches, 
with a mean draft of 11 feet 3 inches, and their ton- 
nage 450 tons B. M. They are constructed on the 
longitudinal plan of shipbuilding, which gives in- 
creased lateral’strength. The engines are horizontal, 
on the compound principle, and of 600-horse power 
indicated. The vessels are propelled by a single 
three-bladed screw of 10 feet 6 inches diameter and 
12 feet 6 inches pitch. Their armament consists of 
two 6 1-2 ton Vavasseur muzzle-loading guns (firiag 
100 lb. projectiles), placed amidships, and two 20- 
ounder Vavasseur breech-loading guns placed fore 
and aft. They are schooner-rigged, and are equipped 
in every way equal to the ships of the British navy. 
The Democrata, as in the case of the Mewvico, was 
launched with her machinery fixed on board. 








Tue Japanese are preparing to erect fortifications 
on all important points along their coasts. Orders 
have been issued by the navy department offering 
rewards for the discovery by Japanese ships of un- 
known rocks and shoals in eastern waters. 








Tue Government of British Columbia is about to 
construct a dock at Esquimault, big enough to hold 
the largest iron-clad, and when constructed the Im- 
rial and Dominion Governments will, it is said 
give £50,000 each, - 
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LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


‘eouh Park Bow, New York. 


Sole and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
eons of GUN iN POWDER, Recommended 3 used by Captain 
H. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1to7. Packed 
only in seal sae und canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommend owners of fine ae loading guns, giving 
great pe a with very slight recoil 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 634 lbs. seach, and canisters of 1 and 5 emai 


Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively east 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FFG 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 1234 and 64 
Ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 


. Military Powder. 
The Mili Powder made m this Company is extensively 
used and hi y By 4p Abe by the U.8 Government, and ex- 
clusively u Russian Government for their cartridges 


ein ae coals eer. 

MAMMOT NON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Reader \— - to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 }bs. or less. Blasting, Mining and Ship- 
pos | yy ol of all grades and sizes pack "in wood or metal 


Great a ‘is taken in packing and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
an for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 
Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 


W O. LINTHICUM, 174 Fiera Avenue, N. Y. 
. ey nay TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 





From the Army and Navy Journat of Jan. 31, 1874. 

An ae tony one’s business or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it 
shat has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth wanes, New 
York, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 

of the Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 
no college of tailors that we know of ; if there were one Mr. 
thicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 

wqudonty. or Be chief professorship ; Fea L. is not only a 

or himself, but is the cause of ng in others, be' 

the author of original systems for i... ng published in boo! 
form, t the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the mga y ofa t variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, wh’ are furnished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate - Ky Sup ~~ with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can make sure, wherever they are. C 
having their clothes made according to the most approved 





York cut. 
Universelle de 1867 a Paris Le 
a W. O. Lintaicum (New York Etats 
Dnis.) Agriculture et Tndustrie. grows’ Class Ve 
Paris, le ler . Le Etat 
¥. Le Hay, Vice President de la Commission 
de Fowade.” 





Ww. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Divisior 
4th Auditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 


Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of S pose promptly attended to for moderate 


enarges.—P, O 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 





Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course. 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights and 
rete Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per annum........ 

annem, pe Si esthdrednsccsddekeneens, 060 00s 
me oy more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
sisterss.multuncously attend the  Ane'y For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the peasene. 
iy BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT. 
General —+y U.S. g U8 Ns Wash lady, Washington, D.C. ; 


Admiral ngto 

General G. G. Mead: sot, 5.5 Aimy, Philadelp We Bajer- 

Sykes, U. 8S. Arm: rigadie: meral I Paimer, U zt arny, 

; Med. Beigaaier General iP. Graham, ‘Admiral 
. Gra . 8. ; Mrs. 

Dabigren, Wasb ugton, D. C.: General 8. D U. 8. 
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“ On several occasions,” says Les Mondes, “ we have 
called attention to the importance of having military 
gardens in garrison towns, where, generally speaking, 
so much ground is allowed to lie waste. The Agri- 
cultural Society of Valenciennes has interested itself 
greatly in the matter, and has just awarded prizes to 
the officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers of 
that garrison, who could show the best-kept gardens. 
In spite of the drought of the past summer, thanks 
to the care bestowed upon them, the crops of vege- 
tables were very fine indeed, although the soil on 
which they have been grown is very gravelly and 
gets quickly dried up, they appeared not to have 
suffered in the least. The vegetables were of the 
best kinds, and the yield was not only good but ex- 
ceptionally large. The result has been a very mate- 
rial reduction in the cost of the soldiers’ messing, as 
there has been every day a profusion of fresh vegeta- 
bies, which have cost the State a merely nominal 
price. The example ot Valenciennes should be fol- 
lowed elsewhere, particularly in Paris.” 








** Turry- Ercnt, ” the author of ‘Su, ions About 
Army Promotion,” in the Journat of Jan. 9th, desires 
us to make this correction in his letter as rinted : “T 
said that_‘an officer who shows vacillat on in action 
would be beter oft the field,’ not that he ‘ would be 
better off in the —_ ’ as published, which would be 
absurd.”—Mr. R. B ome of Boston, asks us to cor- 
rect the letter published in our last number by insert- 

Thomas Lakin for Larkin, as the date, which 
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THE ARMY AND THE SOUTH. 


HE newspaper abuse of General SHeripan for 

his course in Louisiana is of that slashing and 
inconsiderate sort to which American readers have 
grown accustomed. By its very virulence it ought to 
defeat itself. The question of the necessity of 
the military interference with the body claiming to 
be the State Legislature of Louisiana is one about 
which there may fairly be difference of opinion, 
but its discussion does not justly involve the per- 
sonal abuse of General SHERIDAN and other Army 
officers to which the preternaturally wise men who 


Generat| control the ‘‘organs of opinion” have been treating 
“|their readers, nor do we believe that this unfair 


criticism will permanently affect the fame of the 
Lieutenant-General. He did not go to New Orleans 
as the ‘‘commissioner” of a newspaper nor as the 
spokesman of a party, but as an honest soldier, at 
the request of the President, who probably was 
wearied with the conflicting reports of politicians, 
and wished the unbiassed view of the situation of a 
soldier who had no motive to distort facts, no case to 
make out, no policy to sustain, and no fear of adverse 
public opinion, so long as he himself was right. 
That sort of man is a very rare being in this country, 
and if all our editors belonged to the very small 


4g | Class in which such men are to be counted, we fancy 


that the settlement of our political difficulties would 
be an easier matter, and a sound public opinion as to 
political affairs, and trustworthy reports of political 
events of much more frequent occurrence than they 
are at present. A foreign observer of the sentiment 
of the United States not long ago declared that we 
were a people ruled by newspapers. And he was 
not far wrong. Certainly any man here who ventures 
to act counter to the average newspaper opinion, pre- 
pares the way for his martyrdom. If these journal- 
istic writers had their way entirely—and they do 
have it, unfortunately, pretty generally— exceptional 
Opinions and individualized action would be even 
rarer things among us than they are now. The 
Opinions of the country would be simply those of the 
more or less well-instructed and meritorious persons 
who manufacture both facts and opinions for their 
fellows, in the attics of the newspaper offices, and 
divided just on the lines that the differences of those 
singular beings establish. This is in general the 
present situation, though happily the country still 
contains a remnant of people who dare express their 
convictions even at the risk of newspaper pillorying. 
If the conductors of our newspapers were usuaily, or 
even in certain rare but brilliant exceptions, men of 
profound political knowledge and great statesman- 
ship, assisted by exalted patriotism, the case would 
be better with us—tbough in any event the levelling 
of opinions is not a result to be desired, or one which 
promises high national development—and then one 
migtt rest with comparative content, though mildly 
protesting, under this despotic newspaper rule. As it 
is, however, experience with them teaches us that 
these journalists are in the vast majority of cases in 
the United States, men who are much below, in 

intellectual capacity and moral elevation, the leading 
men in the learned professions and in the twu Services 





seuld “have Seen, Oth tosh cad were, the meeting 
alluded to having been on the 8th. | 


which we have the honor to represent, and the most 
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conspicuous of the public men whom they make 


targets of their attacks. This fact very much lessens 
the respect in which they and their opinions must be 
held by thoughtful men, who even if they fear them 
because of their opportunity for propagating and 
iterating their opinions and detractions, ridicule and 
sarcasm, and distortions of facts, still prefer to avoid 
giving cause ef offence to such dangerous beings. 
Army and Navy officers whose work is largely re- 
moved from the public knowledge or even interest, 
and who fortunately do noi yet have torely upon popu- 
lar election for their commissions, are less likely than 
most people in this newspaper-ruled country, to 
render abject allegiance to the self-constituted dicta- 
tors of the Republic, the merciless journalists. Pro- 


bably General Granv’s share in this protessional feel- — 


ing towards our rulers of Printing House Square, 
and consequent failure to work under their dictation, 
have caused him more trouble as President than all 
his other conduct of the Executive office put together. 

But this is an ‘‘aside.” In sending General 
SHERIDAN to New Orleans, the President, through 
the Secretary of War, expressly advised him that his 
desire was to obtain from him “the true condition 
of affairs, and to receive such suggestions from you 
as you may deem advisable and judicious.” It was 
a confidentisl mission, and the expressed intention 
was that ‘‘the trip should appear to be one as much 
ot pleasure as of business.” It did not involve or 
suggest “military interference,” though authority 
was given General SHERIDAN, if he thought best “to 
assume command over the Military Division of the 
South or any portion thereof.” It may be said that 
General McDowWELL was at hand to make the inspec- 
tion and give the information the Piesident desired, 
as he certainly was, and no more appropriate 
adviser than he could have been chosen in the emer* 
gency; but General McDowrwu would not for a 
moment think of criticising the President’s right to 
choose his own ambassador, and the known close 
relations of friendship between the President and the 
Lieutenant-General did not make the choice surpris- 
ing either to General McDowELL or the General of 
the Army, who has with characteristic fairness and 
generosity testitied to the honesty, ability, prudence 
and knowledge of General SHermpan. As the 
mission of General SHERIDAN was a confidential cae, 
however, we regard it as a most unfortunate mistake 
that his telegrams to Washington were given to the 
newspapers. Out of them has been extracted most 
of the thunders of the journalistic bull of excom- 
munication against the General who drew down upon 
himself their terrible wrath, and they have fur- 
nished, it must be acknowledged, the readily 
accepted means of confusing the question of the 
“ military interference,” and harrassing the Govern- 
ment. In his letter of instructions, the Secretary of 
War said: “ You can make your return by Washing- 
ton and make a verbal report, and also inform me 
from time to time of your views and conclusions.” 
This would certainly seem to imply confidential 
communications in regard to matters about which 
the President felt in urgent need of information. 
We wish that such use had been made of General 
SHERIDAN’s telegrams. The newspapers would have 
lost their “ banditti” gag, but the chance of arriving at 
a correct understanding of affairs in the distressed 
city and State, would have been greatly increased. 
These despatches were merely individual opinions, 
not formal military reports or legal discussions 
of the limits of State and National authority 
and the powers of the President in dealing with the 
lawless inhabitants of a State. They gave the im- 
pressions of General SHERIDAN, unreservedly ex- 
pressed, and their value to the President was rather 
as indicating a general state of things in the dis- 
turbed State than as containing specific recommenda- 
tions within his power or will to follow. As such 
they never should have been given to the newspa- 
pers, which have steadily used them to the disad- 
vantage of sender and recipient. Great as are 
General SHERtDAN’s claims to consideration as a 
soldier, and no newspaper outcry against him will 
make the country long forget them, he does not ex- 
pect us to render him attention as a constitutional 
lawyer or measurer of the limits of Executive au- 
in| thority. That he honestly and fearlessly reported 
what he believed to be the true state of the case, 


without ulterior purpose or desire to gain favor from 





anybody, no one who knows the man, and least of 
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all General Grant, will ever for a moment suspect. 
Shall the country give less faith to General SHERIDAN 
and Colonel Emory and Colonel pz TroBRIAND than 
to the unknown reporters of the newspapers? It is 
fair, in estimating the value of his statement of 
facts at New Orleans, as a basis of action, to 
take into the account the character of a man like 
General SHERIDAN, his mood of mind, and his pro- 
fessional way of looking at civil events, but there is 
nothing in his career that does not entitle him to 
general credence, and his detail of facts to be 
respectfully considered, even if it is insisted on that the 
implied limitations shall be weighed in the judgment 
of such a report as final evidence. The same is to be said 
of the report of Majcr MERRILL, synopsized in his last 
despatch by General SHEeRmanN, and ridiculed by 
certain wise newspapers, who nevertheless ask us to 
believe the stories of anonymous correspondents of 
their own to the prejudice of these officers of ap- 
proved character, who can have no motive to tell 
other than what they believe to be the exact truth as 
it seems to them after investigation. 

We have not touched the question of the right or 
the wrong of the military interference in Louisiana, 
nor shall we undertake to argue it. It was an unto- 
ward event at best, and to no one could it have been 
more distasteful than the Army. If the country 
is, as it is, justly jealous of military interference with 
the civil administration, so also is the Army equally 
loath on its side to be used for any such purpose. 
The officers of the Army find their duties in the 
South extremely repugnant to them. Mixed civil 
and military functions are always distasteful to the 
Army, and less than any other class of citi- 
zens are they as individuals disposed to meddle with 
the politics of the communities among which they 
chance to be stationed. But they must and do 
obey orders from superior authority, without weigh- 
ing or even regarding the political effect or signifi- 
cance of such orders. The talk of usurpation of au- 
thority by the Army is the merest moonshine. The 
Army officers have no wish to interfere in ciyil 
affairs; and no citizens of the Nation, not even the 
people of the Southern States themselves, would more 
gladly hail the prompt rehabilitation of the South 
politically, and the final ‘establishment of its social 
order, than the Army officers. They have the most 
difficult and disagreeable of tasks to perform, to live 
among people who generally distrust them, though they 
recognize in time of real trouble their conservative 
power, with the necessity of performing duties un- 
usual to them and tar from strictly defined, and on 
the other side exposed to the misconceptions or 
malignant misrepresentation of Northern politicians 
and newspaper writers who are seeking to make 
capital for themselves out of the popular jealousy 
of anything that suggests military interference in 
civil matters. It is as much due to the Army as to 
the President that Congress should promptly and 
exactly adjust the relations of the military to the 
Southern State governments, within the fixed limits 
of constitutional law, and relieve both Executive and 
Army from the necessity of deciding the nice ques 
tions of State and Federal law which grow out of the 
anomalous condition of things at the South. 








Forty years ago, Spain was in much the same 
military position as to-day, and then, .as now, a Don 
Car.os was the disturbing element. There is little 
doubt that had Don Car.os been left alone in 1884-5 
he would have ended in overcoming his enemies and 
regaining the crown of Spain under the banner of 
Divine Right. At that time Germany was nothing, 

. and England, with the prestige of Waterloo and the 
Holy Alliance still resting on her banners, was the 
bully of Europe. England stepped in to the rescue 
of Curistina, and Don CaRrLos was overthrown, 
Principally by the aid of Sir De Lacy Evans and 
the Foreign Legion. Now in 1875 there is every 
Prospect that history will repeat itself, with a Ger- 
man bully for the principal actor, instead of an 
English one, As his grandfather was in 1835, the 
Present Don Carzos has been generally successful in 
his Spanish campaigns. Spite of the repeated “ vic- 
tories” for the Republicans telegraphed from Madrid, 
4 reference to the map will show that the “ Divine 
Right” king of Spain has been slowly but steadily 
advancing, since he first crossed the Pyrenees. The 
Circuit of his operations has slowly extended, his 
troops, although generally destitute of supplies, have 


fought with wonderful courage, and DARREGARAY, 
his principal leader, has displayed the only qualities 
of gereralship shown in the contest. 

As we pointed out in the JouRNAL some months 
since, the Carlists, spiteof numerical inferiority, have 
always had a great moral advantage. Knowing 
exactly what they wanted, they have pursued but a 
single object, while their antagonists heve been 
divided on all sorts of points, civil, religious, and 
military. Now, however, a serious complication has 
arisen. The Carlists have, in arash moment, em- 
broiled themselves with the German person who is at 
present trailing his coat tails over Europe, inviting 
any one to tread thereon. The seizure of the German 
vessel Gustav and her cargo has been a dangerous, 
and promises to be a fatal step for Don CaRLos, just 
as the recall of ALFonso and return to legitimacy 
has been the probable salvation of his opponents. 
The young prince has never yet been in such straits 
as now. The most significant news of any comes 
from London, that the English bankers refuse any 
further loans to the Carlist cause. When the money 
lenders draw in their horns, it is because they feel 
danger in the weather. ALronso, the boy king, has 
gone to join his Army in the North, but Don CaR.os 
could probably give an account of him. The real 
danger to the prince in the North lies in the German 
giant looming up behind ALFonso. 

It is true that the fall of the Spanish Republic, and 
the creation of a monarchy in Spain has loosed the 
hands of America to seize reparation for the Virginius 
outrage, but the foe of three thousand miles away is 
nothing to Spain, compared to the presence of Ger- 
many with a powerful fleet so near her borders. 
The one means only a lost colony, the other a possi- 
ble national slavery, or humiliation as deep as that of 
France in 1871. The turn of Fortune’s wheel may 
bring fresh chances for Carlism, but at present it 
looks as if 1835 was to repeat itself in 1875. 








Tue “Indian Commission” of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, the Rev. R. C. Rogrrs, Secretary, pub- 
lishes in the “ Spirit of Missions” for December a 
letter trom General Custer, which we elsewhere 
quote. The same organization publishes a discourse 
by the Right Rev. F. D. Huntineton, D. D., Bishop 
of Central New York, discussing two ways of treating 
the Indian problem, in the course of which he says 
that General SHERMAN and several other of the higher 
West Point officers in the Army, advocate the policy 
“of dealing first honestly and then humanely with 
the barbarians instead of robbing them and lying to 
them; and of trying to make Christians of some of 
them before they are all brutalized or shot.” He 
then goes on to say: “ Take notice that the question 
is not between a Christian policy and a military one. 
The Church has never denied the right of arms in a 
last resort. Loyal to Curist, she is also, at His 
supreme command, loyal to the Government, the 
Cesar who beareth not the sword in vain. What we 
propose is to send a civilizing and converting Chris- 
tianity jirst, to reclaim, to lift up, to soften, to help, 
to ofter pardon and hope, and to let the armed force 
stand in reserve to coerce persistent lawlessness and 
punish a criminal hostility. ‘The. native stock may 
waste away. It has been wasting ever since the 
European touched the Eastern shore, and waste it 
may till between the two oceans not one Red man 
lives. The question is, while he lives shall he bea 
marauding and murderous savage or a peaceable 
laborer? And when he dies shall be die a Pagan, or 
believing in a Christian Resurrection? Red men die 
as white men die, one by one; each goes, as the 
white man goes, to his own judgment; and for each 
the offered ‘ gift of Gop is eternal life through Jzsus 
Curist our Lorp.’ Listening to Him and reading 
His New Testament, I should say that if anywhere 
on earth there is one People perishing faster than 
another, that is the People that a Cross-bearing and 
Creed-believing Church ought to go after first, even 
into the wilderness, though ninety-and-nine longer- 
lived and better-folded flocks are left behind.” 

The two documents taken together show how sub- 
stantial and complete is the agreement between the 
religious and the military view of the Indian problem 
when rightly understood. The Church and the 
Army has each its duty toward our Indian wards ; 
but these duties, differ as they may, supplement and 





do not antagonize each other. As in our great 


cities, so in the Indian country, the officers of religion 
and the officers of the law are laboring for the same 
end—to encourage the virtuous and to punish the 
vicious, and need only to understand one another to 
establish mutual respect and active co-operation 
against those to whom both alike are enemies—the 
turbulent and the dishonest. As thechurches in our 
great centres of population, in winning to goodness all 
they may, have no conflict with the courts and prisons 
which restrain the evil tendencies of othrs, so on the 
Plains our missionaries in taking all those whom the 
Army gladly leaves to their mild discipline, are still 
forced to leave to military control and punishment 
those for whom virtue and religion can have no 
charms. 








EVERYTHING new is sure to have opponents, and 
the new vactics have been no exception to the rule. 
While the Infantry tactics have euffered but little in 
the onslaught, the Cavalry and Artillery tactics have 
been very sharply handled by several of our Army 
correspondents in and out of season. It is only when 
we compare them with those of other nations that 
we find cause to be grateful to ‘he board which has 
saved us from so much of the vexatious routine de- 
scending from the days of the great Freprrick. In 
a late number of an English military paper, we find 
an officer writing the last of a series of elaborate 
letters on the use and necessity of the countermarch 
in a column of companies, the object being to attain 
a new front to the column. The question is asked 
by him and many others, “ How is a battalion in 
line to get a new front facing tothe rear?” The 
anewer is, to wheel in column to either flank, coun- 
termerch and wheel into line. A long series of ex- 
positions, very learned and complicated, follow, to 
show that the column remains the same after as be- 
fore the countermarch, and this is the only way that 
armies hampered by the old traditions of right and 
left in front can face round to meet « sudden attack 
on the rear. 

The beautiful simplicity obtained in manceuvre by 
the adoption of the set of fours as the unit, in our 
own tactics, will go far in future years, we venture 
to predict, to outweigh the minor defects in their 
application to the three arms of the service. While 
these faults exist, without doubt, they are chiefly 
to be found in the movements peculiar to parade, 
and meant for show. The beautiful mobility and 
adaptability of their use toe service in the field comes 
out very plainly in the abolition of the old counter- 
march and the so called natural and inverted orders. 
The board can afford to take a good deal of fault-find- 
ing on the questions of individual instruction with 
equanimity, in remembering the solid benefits it has 
eonferred on the American Army for field manceuvres, 








Tue election of Francis M. CockrE.. to be De- 
mocratic Senator from Missouri adds another Con- 
federate General to the roll of United States Senators. 
The Senate already has Jonn B. Gorpon of Georgia, 
who was a Confederate Lieutenant-General and com- 
manded a Corps under Lxz, in the Army of Northern 
Virginia ; and MartHew W. Ransom of North Caro- 
lina, a Major-General in the Confederate Army, who 
commanded a North Carolina division, in the same 
Army. James L. Acorn, Senator from Mississippi, 
was also in the Rebel Army, we do not know in 
exactly what position. Certainly his sympathy with 
the Rebel cause was fully as pronounced as thaf of 
any Southerner who fought the war through. Dur- 
ing the war he was a prominent candidate for 
Governor of Mississippi. Mr. CocKRELL was a Con- 
federate Brigadier-General, who served under Hoop, 
and his election over Mr. Scuurz was due to the 
attached support of his old companions inarms. As 
the E‘ouse of Representatives contains already a 
goodly number of ex-Coniederate soldiers, and more 
have been elected to the next Congress, it is 
pretty plain that having fought against the Union is 
not regarded as furnishing any disqualification to sit 
in the legislature of the Union, In fact it seems to 
be just now the only high qualification with the 
Southern whites. We see it stated that the next 
Congress will have in it over eighty ex-confederate 
soldiers to less than half that number from the 
Union Army. 


Tue project of a canal between the Caspian and 











the Aral Seas is still under discussion in Russia. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anuy anv Navy Journat does not hold him- 
ble for individual expressions of in 


or commu 

pisations publistcd under this head. His purpose is to allow the 

teeing. freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 
ee. 





THE EXPERIENCE OF A RECRUIT. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Sir: Now, that the universal cry seems to be, bos f 
is it that so many men desert, they being better fed, 
clothed, treated and paid than any other military or- 
ganization throughout the whole civilized world, 
suppose we follow that young man just entering the 
recruiting office, and see how he succeeds as a soldier 
for the next five years. Almost any one could tell you 
from his appearance that he is just from the country 
and a stranger. 

Ask the policeman on the corner, and he would tell 

ou that he was ee 7 Beane without money to pay his 
board. If by asking young man himself, and you 
could get the right st rom him, he would tell you 
this: ‘* Six weeks ago I left my home in the interior of 
the State, and came to —— for the purpose of better- 
ing, my condition. After one day’s travel I found my- 
se 


ina — city, and with a hundred dollars in my 
pocket. After spending nearly the whole of six weeks 
without findir If with- 


ee pe he ny finally find m 
out money, without friends, and a stranger in the me 4 
so rather than ‘£° home and submit myself to the ridi- 
cule of friends and relations I concluded to apply at 
the first recruiting office I could find, and offer myself 
= + A aay for the position of a United States 
soldier.” 

‘* Good morning, what can I do for you to-day?” is 
asked by the recruiting sergeant (who, } eosin has 
just finished his breaktast, and is engaged in smoking a 
cigar furnished him, free of ay by a South street 
Jew.) After stating his business, he is told to come 
round at eleven o’clock, ae the doctor will not be there 
until about that time. At the same time the sergeant 
calls the office clerk and directs him to take the man’s 
name, make out his papers, and have them ready by 
the time designated. 

In the meantime the sergeant is speculating upon the 
amount to be realized from the sale of the citizen’s 
clothes now on the young man’s back. 

At the appointed time he makes his appearance, 
knocks timidly at the door, and is bid come in. After 
being asked the questions by the recruiting 
officer, he is told to strip. The poor fellow finding 
himself for the first time in the presence of a military 
officer, obeys without a murmur, and is lead by the 
sergeant into the presence of the doctor, who causes 
him to g# through the usual formula (which, to the 
best of my recollection, resembles the freaks of a half- 
grown monkey.) After which, he is bid to put on his 
clothes, and told to hold up his right-hand. 

He is then sworn in, without even understanding 
either the nature or words of the oath he has just 


taken. 
‘ The officer has completed his business and takes his 
eparture. 

ow comes the rub: Come here my man, put this 
on, and this and this; poor devil, dnly five feet six, 
pants three sizes too for him, blouse number —, 
and boots, great God! what boots, number 10’s; shirt 
and cap to correspond. No wonder that he wishes 
himself at home. , 

After putting on these clothes, he naturally looks 
around for a lovking-glass. What does he see ? the re- 
flection of a half-grown boy in clothes | enough for 
the Cardiff Giant, but, no matter, he smells dinner, and 
that consoles him for the ludicrous appearance he 


makes. 

“ Roll up them togs, and hand them tome!” says 
this model recruiting sergeant. Being new to the ser- 
vice, and not accustomed to mili discipline, he 
timidly asks if he cannot send them home to his 
friends? ‘* No,” answers the sergeant. ‘‘ Well, what 
must I do?” ‘Grub pile! grub piie!” is hollered b 
the cook down stairs. ‘‘Go and get your dinner. 
But too glad to obey, he descends the stairs, seats him- 
self at a rickety table, and forgets his trouble in a cup 
of bean soup, a sinail piece of fat pork, anda slim 
slice of stale bread. In the meantime the South street 
Jew comes, the clothes are held up for his inspection, 
the bargain made, the money pocketed, and the ser- 
geant sits himself down to wait patiently for the next 
victim, and his three o’clock dinner (tv be procured 
out of the Pe sae him for the recruit’s clothes.) 

After or four meals such as have just been 
described, and finding his appetite somewhat appeased, 


he musters up courage enough to again ask for his 
clothes. ‘ Game here,” says t, “and I will 
give you clothes enough.” Naturally supposing that 

is about to his clothes again, he follows the 


sergeant, but instead of the clothes he gets a knapsack, 
haversack and canteen, and is told to pack his traps 
and get himself ready to go to the general recruiting 


e looks first at the knapsack, then at the haver-. 
sack, wishing that the latter was a little larger, so that. 
finding that impossible he tumbles them altogether ia 
fin that i le he tumbies them altogether in| 
the knapsack, and supposes himself soak to travel. 
The sergeaut comes along and sees the way in which it) 
is packed, calls him, asks him what he means, and or- 
ders him to it, and conneding tp ions; | 
ond, course, without an explanation by the sergeant. | 

e whole thing is an enigma to him, and the poor’ 
fellow stands first looking at the pee, eae then at 
the knapsack; upon which the sergeant mes furi- 

end commences to use language suck as the man’ 
ly never heard before. 
Without or taking pains to teach him to 


do it properly, he is made to pack, unpack and pack’ 


until he is almost crazy, and is finally made to throw 
it across his shoulders, fall in, and march for the rail- 
road depot, without knowing whether he has it right 
or wrong. 

After fis arrival at the General Recruiting Depot he 
falls in with some congenial spirit, states his trouble, and 
is told, ‘‘ Never mind, it will be all right when we join 
our ent.” And the same cry is heard alike from 
both old soldier and recruit, until the very mention of 
our regiment causes his heart to beat with as much joy 
as if he was travelling once more back to his old home, 
eager and anxious to receive the gentle kisses of his 
mother and the fond blessings of his father. 

After being worked hard, fed poorly, drilled a little, 
and abused much, by non-commissioned officers who 
are his inferiors, morally, socially and physically, he is 
finally told to prepare himself to join his regiment. 

Poor fellow! how he longs to see the face of the cap- 
tain who is to command him for the next five years; 
but not even the face of his captain is so much longed 
for as that of his first sergeant, for even recruits know 
that he is the man, and upon him depends the future 
state of their bellies. . 

After weeks of travels upon the cars, the steamboat, 
and upon foot, the joyful cry of ‘‘ to-morrow will end 
the Neg> & is heard from everyone. 

Then comes the idle tales set afloat about this cap- 
tain, that captain, this lieutenant and that lieutenant, 
this first sergeant and that first sergeant, and in fact 
just what each and ge may expect. 

To-morrow comes. In the heat of the day the de- 
tachment arrives at its destination, footsore, hun 
and tired. They are marched tw the adjutant’s office, 
and drawn up in line for the iaspection of the officers 
and the idle gaze of the whole garrison. This, and 
that man’s a ce is remarked upon, and without 
the least desire or inclination on their part to keep 
from hurting their feelings. 

After being thoroughly inspected, kept standing in 
the hot sun, and subjected to petty annoyances such 
as no other people under the sun, except soldiers, were 
ever subjected to, they are finally counted off, the roll 
called, divided up, and marched by their respective 
first sergeants to their future homes. Again he is 
made to stand in the hot sun until his property can be 
counted and his name taken; but no matter, thinks the 
recruit, [am now with my company, I am sure of a 
good dinner and plenty of time to rest. After bei 
marched to the squad room he is to occupy, taken o 
his things and prepared to take a few ee rest, 
thinkivg, of course, he will not be disturbed at least 
for awhile, and finding it too hot in the quarters he 
takes his blanket, goes out, finds a shady place, and is 
soon in the land of dreams, (poor fellow! little does he 
think that his first night will be spent in the post guard 
house.) After sleeping until nearly dark, he wakes up, 
rubs his yet sleepy cyes, and finally goes to bis quar- 
ters; there he is informed that he has missed a roll call, 
and without talking to him and trying to teach him his 
duties, he is marched to the guard house for this his 
first offence; there he falls in with men hardened to all 
the vices the flesh is heir to, learning more in one 
me than he world learn in his whole term of service 
if he kept out of the den of thieves and loafers. 

The next morning he is released, no explanation is 
offered him, but is simply told to report to his first ser- 
geant, who, nine times out of ten, will talk to him in 
such a manner that it leaves the impression on his mind 
that he has done nothing wrong, and was punished un- 
justly. Then, again, it is more thaa probable that he 
reaches his company near the 30th of June or the 31st 
of December, so when pay day comes he finds himself 
in debt to the Government for more clothes than he is 
able to pay for; consequently he gets no pay, and may 
count himself fortunate if he is able to square u 
during the next six months. So far we have follow 
this man from his home to the company to which he 
has been assigned. His first night there finds him in- 
carcerated in the t guard house, the 31st of Decem- 
ber finds him in debt to the Government for clothing 
amounting to more than his next six months’ pay; he has 
seen nothing but trouble from the day of his enlist- 
ment up to the present time; he can see no pr in 
the future, aod his first night spent in the guard house 
threw him amongst men who fully convinced him that 
desertion was no crime, and he makes up his mind to 
go. He draws all the clothes he can, appropriates any- 
thing belonging to the Government that comes in his 
way, (this being one of the lessons taught him while 
in the guard house,) disposes of them, and starts. 

After travelling day and night for weeks, he finds 
himself in some small frontier town, where gambling, 
drinking and vice of all kinds is the order of the day. 
As soon as he arrives some loafer (probably a deserter 
himself) picks him up and soon induces him to submit 
himself to his guidance. 

In a few days he finds himself again in a strange 
place, without money and without friends, but with 
this difterence: Before he possessed a stainless charac- 
ter, and was not ashamed to look a man in the face, 
but now he has not only lost that, but finds himself 
amenable to the Jaws of his country. 

A few months later we find him an inmate of some 
military prison. You have only to look in his face to 
see that he is old before his time, his young life 
blighted, honor and self-respect both irrevocably lost. 
To-morrow finishes the full term of his hard sentence, 
the majesty of the law has been appcased, and he will 
de turned adrift with a convict’s brand marked upon 
every feature, and the avenues to every honorable 
pursuit closed against him, leaving him no other alter- 
native but to follow in the footsteps of ninety-nine out 
of every hundred that has left this prison before him. 
He becomes a thief, and who knows, probably, a 
murderer. 

Com this man’s present condition with that in 
which ce left his home, and I believe that no reasona- 
ble man can doubt for one moment but that the repre- 
sentatives of the Government, into whose hands this 
man was placed, are to 4 certain extent responsible for 








his present condition. Still we find nine-tenths of the 
officers serving in the Army, mer of fine administra- 
tive and executive abilities, thorough gentlemen, the 
soul of honor, and would not intentionally do a wrong 
or allow one to be done; but until they get out of the 
habit of intrusting to enlisted men what they should 
perform themselves, we, the rank and file of the Army, 
cannot hope for the much-desired change. As an 
enlisted man, I do not wish it to be understood tlat all 
the non-commissioned officers in the Army are com- 
posed of the class here described; but it is a well known 
fact that a great many of them are men possessing no 
ability, and totally unfit to perform the duties required 
of them, while at the same time there are men serving 
in the ranks who have received fine Seducation, anc 
fitted in every way to fill these positions with credit to 
themselves and satisfaction to their superiors ; but 
they ss too much intelligence to aspire to posi- 
tions which would cause them much annoyance, 
and at the same time allow them no adequate compen- 
sation for their services. 

REFORMARE. 


Fort D. A. RusseEtt, W. T., December 20, 1874. 








THE CAPTURE OF CAPTAIN JACK. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir: As the subject, although a little stale, may be 
interesting to some of your readers, I take the liberty 
of amning you an extract from the journal of a 
comrade of mine, who has ere this turned his ‘‘ sabre” 
into a ‘“‘hoe” or some other agricultural implement. 
The extract relates to the capture of the famous or 
infamous ‘‘ Captain Jack,” of Lava Bed notoriety. 
“On the 26th of May, 1873, the Cavalry portion of 
the Modoc Expedition left Fairchild’s ranch in search 
of Captain Jack, who had abandoned his position in 
the Lava Beds, a few days previous. The movements 
were made by squadrons. The squadron in which I 
have the honor of serving, commanded by Captain 
Perry, and consisting of Troop F (Captain Perry), and 
a large detachment of Troop H (Captain Trimble), 
both of the First Cavalry, was the last to leave. We 
arrived at Applegate’s ranch on the second day, and 
went into camp. Meanwhile the other squadrons were 
engaged in hunting up the Modocs. On the morning 
of the 3ist of May, we were ordered to saddle up, and 
about noon we were en route. After marching a few 
miles in the direction of Langell’s Valley, we met the 
rest of the expedition, who were returning for rations. 
They told us that they had corraled the Modocs, and 
succeeded in capturing several, I forget the precise 
number, but amongst them was ‘ Scar-faced Charley’ 
the ‘Chevalier Bayard,’ as Doctor Cabanius called him, 
of the Modocs, but that Jack and a few immediate 
followers had eluded them. After gaining some infor- 
mation as to the supposed whereabouts of the fugitives, 
we commenced our hunt and became amateur path- 
finders for the nonce. 
“‘ Our Warm Spring allies, of which there was 4 fair 
eprinkling along, were of great service to us in this 
emergency, and it was not long before we struck the 
trail. But night came on and we went into camp on 
Willow Creek Cafion. Next morning, June 1, 1873, 
we were again in the saddle and recommenced the 
search, keeping close to the creek most of the time, as 
the trails we had found led in that direction, and we 
were pretty certain that our missing friends, the 
Modocs, were secreted somewhere in the Caiion. 
About eleven o’clock, Captain Trimble was detached 
from the main body, with two non-commissioned 
officers and about thirteen privates of his own Troop, 
and ordered to cross the creek and scout the other 


side. 

“ As I afterwards learned from one of the detached 
party, and for whose veracity and intelligence I can 
vouch, the detachment, after crossing the creek, con- 
tinued to march parallel to the main body. In the 
course of half an hour they came suddenly upon one 
of Captain Jack’s videttes, who was stationed on a 
promontory jutting into the Cafion, his attention being 
evidently directed to the movements of the 
main body on the opposite side; the detachment 
formed rather an unpleasant surprise party 
to that gentleman. As soon as he discovered 
their approach he attempted to escape, but 
was surrounded and captured in a trice. He proved 
to be a hunchback, one of Jack’s most attached follow- 
ers. When he was first captured, he was so badly 
scared that he could not talk, but he gradually became 
more composed and even a triflesaucy. He, however, 
readily answered all the questions put to him in a 
argon (a sort of lingua franca, devised by the Hudson 
Bae Company for trade purposes, and which is under- 
stood by nearly all the Indians on the coast). He said 
that Jack was in the Cafion below, and that he had 
only a few boys and squaws and pappooses with him. 
After extracting all the information attainable from 
him, the soldiers and ‘Warm Springs’ advanced a 
short distance, and were ordered to halt and stoop 
down. 

“ The captured Modoc was then conducted to the edge 
of the Canon by a couple of ‘ Warm Springs,’ an 
ordered to halloo down to Captain Jack and teil him 
to come up, that the soldiers would not shoot him, but 
if he refused he would be killed on the spot. After 
some parleying, Monsieur Jack, preceded by his retinue 
of boys, squaws and pappooses, emerged from his hid- 
ing place. He surrendered himself to Captain Trimble, 
to whom he gave his gun, etc. Jack’s appearance at 
that moment was not at all distingue. He had no fancy 
Indian trappings on his person, neither was he dressed 
in any the clothes of General Canby, as was 
erroneously reported. He appeared to be about five 
feet eight inches in height, rather slim built, was 
Sheseed in a suit of dirty blue overalls and an old 
white hat, with 





the leaf turned in all around, except a 
small portion in front, which formed a sort of a visor; 

















es Oo 


- ae 


aR moe 


wee ome OOS eS OO me 


weweewye fF va, ' O& 


“ee oe 


iota oe ae Ye: le Oe 


wwe ON 


ae. 


oe POO PD eS cee OO ete ee 


Jan. 23, 1875. 





ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


67 





























to this dress he added, directly after his capture, a 
striped calico shirt. He was altogether a common- 
place specimen of the genus Lo! Immediately after 
the capture of Jack, Captain Trimble’s party com- 
menced cheering, and the cheer was taken up by the 
main body on the other side, who were witnesses, but 
not parlicipants in the capture, but whose appearance 
in such close proximity, no doubt, contributed thereto. 
‘* After the detachment and the prisoners joined the 
main body, the Modocs were turned over to the ‘ Warm 
Springs,’ andthe whole party commenced the return 
march to the Applegates, which was, [ should judge, 
about seven or eight miles distant. On our arrival in 
camp the prisoners were placed under guard, and 
were, a few days thereafter, removed tothe ‘ Supply 
Camp’ on the Isthmus. The capture of Jack was the 
grand finale of the ‘Modoc War,’ which had proved 
to be the bloodiest in our annals, considering the small 
number of hostile Indians engaged.” VERITAS, 





RETIRED OFFICERS AND ACTIVE DUTY. 
To the Hditor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sr: I wish to invite the attention of your readers 
to one among many serious objections to the proposed 
act of Congress, authorizing the assignment of retired 
officers to active duty. 

Under a very generous provision of law, which has 
since been repealed, many officers wounded in battle 
were retired upon the ‘‘full rank of the command 
held by them when wounded.” Thus officers who by 
some accident of service happened to be temporarily 
in command of regiments, brigades, or divisions, were 
retired as colonels, brigadier-generals or major-generals. 
The dates of these officers’ retirement are now 
generally older than the commissions of those of the 
same grade on the active list, that is the retired officers 
are the seniors of their respective grades, 

The result of the proposed law might be the assign- 
ment of a colonel, who happened to be shot while in 
temporary command of a small division of troops, to 
the command of one of the great geographical depart- 
ments or divisions of the country, over the heads of 
those generals who, as the permanent commanders of 
Armies and Army Corps, led large masses of men to 
scores of victories. ACTIVE SERVICE. 








A LAUNDRESS’S APPEAL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: You will oblige the writer of the following 
communication, who signs herself ‘‘ Laundress,” by 
giving the same a small space in your interesting 
columns, in answer to the report of General Marcy, 
published in the ARMy AND Navy JouRNAL some time 
ago. And as a friend of the writer, I have been 
requested to forward it to your address. J. W. H. 


To the Head Men of the Government. 


A great move toward economy is the motive used 
for dispensing with laundresses, and converting our 
soldiers into washwomen. - Rather a false move, as the 
Government will find when it has to issue three times 
the amount of clothing it now issues ; when men grow 
sullen, reckless, and rebellious-—being compelled to do 
such drudgery, such womanish work ; when the 
hospitals are filled with men sick from wearing un- 
wholesome, torn, and half-washed clothes. No soldier 
of spirit will submit to such degradation ; and even if 
they would, a man has no idea of the many changes of 
water and the care required to keep clothing soft, 
white, and in good condition. A woman understands 
it perfectly, and is always anxious to have the clothes 
intrusted to her for washing present a good appear- 
ance. If left to a man’s care the consequence will b2 
—clothes discolored, torn and ruined. As to our 
Army being better clothed, better fed, and more 
kindly treated, than any other Army, the least said of 
that the better. It certainly will not be increasing the 
kindness to them, to turn them into washwomen, and 
force them to wear ragged, half-washed clothes, which 
will be the case if women are to be denied Government 
employment. Ancient and modern writers have 
spoken of ‘‘woman’s influence,” and no where is it 
required or felt more than by soldiers. I have seen 
men who were ruffians in the squad room when they 
first joined a company ; men who used an oath for 
every three words—become mild and gentlemanly in 
the presence of a laundress ; for a soldier is ever ready 
to give honor where honor is due. And who deserves 
it more than a Jaundress, many of whom are the 
widows and mothers of soldiers who served their 
country faithfully, even to giving up their lives—some 
in the Rebellion, others in the late Modoc disturbance? 
Some of those women have a hard struggle to support 
their helpless, fatberless little children, and it would 
be a shame, an act of injustice to the living and in- 
gratitude to the dead, to turn them from their present 
vocation, to seek « living elsewhere. Many of them 
are old women, who have pont a long, industrious 
life in the Army, respected by all who know them ; 
women, whose sons and daughters, aye, grand chil- 
dren, have followed the same vocation, and proved 
worthy of all honor. Laundresses have been a neces- 
sity to the Army ever since the Army was first 
formed ; and I scarcely think an enlightened Govern- 
ment will turn them aside now, and enlist men, not as 
soldiers, but as domestics; to attach a tub and wash- 
board to the already heavy load they carry on their 
back ; to give them a petticoat uniform for wash-days 
—in fact, to place every indignity on those who should 
be independent and manly, not broken spirited and 
womanish. 

I have a little more to speak about the ‘‘ Shanties,” 
etc. No quarters were ever built to accommodate 
women who were not laundresses. Sometimes, if 
there is any spare room, the extra women are allowed 
W,bave it, but they certainly do not get a rations | 


What food they consume they pay for ; and in“ case of 
a move, they may get along if the conveyance is char- 
tered, not otherwise. Again, the transportation of four 
laundresses does not cost so much, for they are crowded 
into the car or boat along with the company without 


any regard to sex; but the company men are ever 


careful tu speak and act in the most respectful manner, 
which is more than can be said of their officers, many 
of whom look upon an enlisted man’s wife as being 
not worthy of the regard and delicacy due to woman- 
hood. I could write much more, but what I have 
written, I hope, will have the desired effect, and I iow 
sign myself—THk DaAvuGHTER OF A SOLDIER AND 
LAUNDRESS, THE SISTER OF SOLDIERS, A SOLDIER'S 
WIFE, AND A LAUNDRESS. 








MISTRESS CORPORAL FLYNN, 
LAUNDRESS OF COMPANY —, INFANTRY, 


On learning that Laundresses, as soldiers’ wives, were to be 
dispensed with. 


(LOQUITUR.) 


It’s banish the Laundress yez would, thin, 

Good Misther Inspecthors, Och-hone, 
And lave us all out, with our babbies, 

To starve ‘mong the haythen alone; 
With niver a bite, sup, or blanket, 

Or tint, to be calling our own? 


Sure, and wasn’t it jist there, in Congress, 
A-seeing the sogers, folorn, 

They made up thim laws for the Laundress, 
Good years ere ye iver were born? 

And it’s yez the thrue likes o’ thim statesmen 
Would go to be houlding in scorn! 


Has n’t since, too, the Army gone lucky; 
Nor e’er of ita glory had drouth? 

A-basting thim Black Hawks, and Greasers, 
And Pie Uths, and diggers uncouth; 

Putting likewise a head on thim ribels, 
That fired on our flag at the South? 


What , thin, to talk of repaling, 
And breed but like bother and strife? 
With the soger, for all his bould bearing, 
Forbidden to marry a wife; 
Lone as a lost goore on a common, 
With ne’er a thrue comfort in life. 


Who, too, ’s to come afther, I'm wondering, 
With talent to spind on yer duds? 

It’s maybe thim civil-rights nagurs, 
Profaning the christian-like sudds; 

Or some martherin’ mechane, with a patent, 
To chate, and purline o’ the odds. 


Put the sogers thimselves in the lanndry? 
Och, many’s the quare sort of job, : 

With their —s and toting, and taming, 
Yez put on the boys at a rub; ; 

But think on their cruppers at zaynith, 
Aud heads in the stame o’ the tub! 


Nate thumbs, too, for thim, at their muskets, 
Biled soft as a pratie at mate; 

And it’s maybe to grace their new calling, 
Ye’ll give them of outfit a trate— 

With skirts tucking up to their middles, 
And caps done with ruffles complate! 


Mesilf and me Mick—that's the Corporal, 
A-bearinz so proud at his slave 

Thim war chiveroons—so it plaze yez, 
Yer schamings scarce jistly persave : 

Say yez slaughther the faymale—what spalpeen’s 
Te *list, with herself given lave? 


But if its jist Army reducing 
Ye’re afther—to bate the expinse, . 
There's thim we could name at a twinkling, 
Who've only to clave to the hints, 
And relave at the boong o’ the dollars, 


As well as the spigot of cints! 
T tees 








MILITARY EQUITATION. 
70 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: A most remarkable revolution in horsemanship 
is officially contemplated in the New Cavalry Tactics. 
In the simple motion and execution of ‘‘ Preparing to 
Mount” and ‘‘Mount,” page 165 prescribes that in both 
instances the right hand shall be kept on the pommel 
of the saddle. A more awkward, helpless, clumsy posi- 
tion cannot be imagined—the right side towards the 
horse, and right hand and arm crossing the body, be- 
tween it and the saddle. While in mounting, the whole 
weight of the body, with the additional impetus of the 
spring, is on the left side of the saddle, which, unless 
very tightly girthed, will turn on the horse’s back, be- 
sides placing the rider in a most awkward and danger- 
ous position, giving him little or no chance to save him- 
self, should the horse “‘make a bolt” before he is 
squarely in the saddle. 

There is not a horseman either in this country or in 
Europe (Military or Civil), that could be induced to 
mount his horse in the manner prescribed. 

A more natural position could not be obtained than 
the old one—that of holding the right hand on the 
cantle of the saddle, while mounting. The right hand 
resting on the right cantle of the saddle tends greatly 
to steady—not only the body while mounting, particu- 
larly with young, or remount horses—but also the sad- 
dle on the horse’s back, as more or less pressure is 
given with the right arm to counteract the weight of 
the body while in the left stirrup. From years of ex- 
perience and observation, both in this country and in 
Europe, I have yet to see the true horseman attempt 
to mount a horse in the manner prescribed by the New 
Cavalry Tactics—termed by many the ‘‘ Comedy of 
Errors.” Yours truly, 

EQUESTRIAN. 

[We leave our correspondent to the answers of others, merely 
remarking that we think he reads the tactical directions wrongly, 
when he imagines that the right arm crosses the body ‘‘ between 
it and the saddle.”” The pene, Forage of the New Tactics 
was ——_ in public by the great Rarey, years before the war, 
and in the presence of thousands of spectators, in every great 
tig fact thas in” that position and no oiber, & Tider Gan mOURE 
without even girthing his saddle]. ne ee 





AN EXPERIENCE OF FISHING. 
a eareet oo Arion Med & cavalry officer on a scont after 


July 21, 1873.—Went fishing last in the little 
stream on which we camped. Foll the’devious 
winding of the creek I found a suitable fishing-place, 
apparently, about a half mile from camp; and putting 
my tackle in order, prepared myself for a pleasant 
evening’s sport. The might soon grew dark and the 

uitoes became numerous and hungry. The water 
looked suspiciously as if it might contain an alligator 
or two; while the timber and underbrush were sug- 
gestive of panthers and wild cats. 

Conclude to build a fire for company and to chase 
the mosquitoes away. 

As the fire-light glistens on the surface of the pool it 
reveals numbers of gar-fish swimming around, their 
lithe sinuous motions breaking silvery ripples that 
sway my cork like a mioature vessel in a minature sea. 
A discouraging prospect of our having fish for breakfast. 

The fire blazed up, throwing fantastic weird shadows 
amongst the trees. The dismal howl of a distant pack 
of wolves came to the ear softened into melody by the 
chirp of the wood-cricket, and the hum of the count- 
less insect songsters of the night. 

The gar-fish swam here and there in the 
times against my cork, never ceasing 
able play. 

An occasional sigh of the wind gently rustled the 
leaves of the pendant frre and ivy vines over my head, 
swaying them to and fro. I kept on fishing, and the 
fish kept on not biting; while the m mosquitoes, 
singing pans of joy, made my face, neck, and hands 
tingle with pain. . . . I begiv to get loncsome. 
A rustling in the sedge bordcring the water makes me 
think of moccasins and ttlesnakes, fand I shudder at 
the touch of a weed against my le A crashing in 
the timber startles me;I listen, I think I can distin- 
guish the tread of stealthy footsteps. What if it be 
an Indian! The thought is so uncomfortable! If it is 
an Indian he is safe in the impenetrable darkness of 
the wood; while my figure, thrown into bold relief by 
the fire-light, will make an excellent target. I have a 
constitutional and decided aversion to being « target. 
Fishing loses its charms. I am becoming nervous. 
The tip of my rod is in a tremor—is aguish. I wish I 
hadn’t come fishing. That I were safely ensconced in 
my tent a half mile away. I whistle. It is a hideous 
failure. My nervousness increases. 1 conclude I 
don’t want to fish any longer, ‘‘I am tired; and 
fish are likely to eat me up—no, I mean that the mos- 
quitoes won’t bite—I should say that the mosquitocs— 
no, the fish—Heavens! what was that?” as an un- 
earthly shriek echoed through the wood. I start for 
camp. Get about ten steps in that direction, when my 
line tangles in the boughs of a tree. Turn about 
quickly to loosen it and come within an ace of putting 
an eye out by running against a snag. Get the line 
righted with difficulty, and resume my campward 
journey. Blunder into a thicket of and get 
worse tangled up than my line. Several vines are 
wrapped around my legs, and my neck is in the lov- 
ing embrace of clinging creepers. Pricking my hands 
in the endeavor to literate my legs I dropthe rod; and 
turning around quickly catch my Pict in the brush and 
sit down on a pope’s head cactus. Vicious needles pene- 
trate my trousers—I can feel them. I scramble to my 
feet, and, making a desperate effort, I burst through the 
briery toils environing me. 

I feel ‘excited in my mind.” That ominous shriek 
is repeated. Fear does not ‘‘lend me wings;” but it 
docs invigorate my legs. Emerging from the timber, 
I perceive the camp fires across the prairie. 

I will not say that I ‘‘stampeded;” nor will I aver 
that I sauntered in that direction. Perhaps ’twill be 
as well uot to be explicit on that point; accordingly, 
imagination may fill up the hiatus marked with stars. 


‘* Who goes there?” challenged the sentinel. ‘‘An 
officer of the command,” is the reply. ‘‘ Advance, 
sir, and be recognized.” I pass in and seek the retire- 
ment of my tent to rest. 

As I recover my wind, the nervousness is thrown 
oft, and I become meditative. I go to bed and to sleep, 
to dream that I was ‘‘not born in the woods to 
scared by an owl.” 


Tue Boston Huning Transcript, writing of the 
Louisiana troubles, says with force: ‘‘ Undoubtedly, 
disappointment has been felt by the mass of citizens 
that * reconstructicn’ has so slowly in some 
Southern States; yet the feeling is t by satis- 
faction that any part of the former Cenfederacy has 
settled into its normal relations with the Union, aftera 
la) of only eleven years, when the experience of 
other nations suggests a term of at least a eration 
to restore the condition of aftairs broken by the Re- 
bellion. If the South had not been so speedily in- 
} yee with the eee forfeited pris mast the vision 
of corrupt carpet- ry Ww not have appeared, 
and the wholesale pen ed which disgrace the annals 
of quite a —- of by enn po would 
not now stain the page of history. But Congress was 
forced by popular clamor to bring back the rebellious 
and treasonable members of the Univun before either. 
prejudice or passion had time to subside. Under such 
circumstances, the natural consequences of undue 
haste in a matter of vital national signiticance are seen 
in the lamentable and fearful picture of crime in 
Louisiana, drawn by General Sheridan. He is no 
splitter of hairs, but a prompt, decisive man, who 
wants peace and quietude, and means to have them at 
the expense of the lawless classes in the department of 


1, some- 
r intermin- 











which he is the head. He will be many 
mistakes the people if he so wields the power of 
the United States as to once more establish free- 
org of soit) be Duin ie ibe tte ‘an ‘on goo ps 
apd propeity as secure eB e 
sections of the Union.” ys eae 
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before said board for examination, who shall fail to appear, 
orto send a satisfactory reason for his non-appearance, 
shall be returned as “disqualified by non-appearance.” 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 








Firra Inrantry.—The right wing of this command held 4 

its drill at the arsenal on Tuesday evening, the 12th inst. Inrantry.—The officers and non-commissioned 
The i bya parade of the companies, | Officers of this regiment will assemble in fatigue uniform at 
each having a front of twelve files. Two or three the State Arsenal, Seventh avenue and Thirty-fifth street, 

ceremony to mar it. When the cap- | 0n Saturday, January 23, at 8 o’clock rp. m., for instruction 
tain of the first company commanded, “ Carry arms” (from | in the School of the Battalion. The board of examination 
a support) the third company, or nearly all of it, executed | will meet at the armory on Saturday, February 6, at 8 
the first motion of that order. When the corps and | 0’clock Pp. m., for the examination of all non-commissioned 


trumpeters were sounding off, the men did not heb their | officers who have not received their warrants. The follow- 
heads and eyes to the front, and when the music re ed | ing named non-commissioned officers have passed the board 
to the right, nearly the w battalion—the two right com- | of examination, and received their warrants : Sergeants J. 
es without exception—had the ap of being in | W. McDougall, Company C ; Charles T. Dillingham, Com- 
position of right dress. When the line was forming the pany D; W. 8. 8. Rowland, Company F; T. H. Bauchle, 
third ¢ company across and in front of the pany G; A. T. Timpson, Company G; W. H. Lane, 
general guides. Colonel Spencer, after a few moments de-  wemg | K. Corporals D. J. Althouse, Company A; E. B. 
voted to the manual, commanded, “ Forward, guide centre,” | Bensel, Company A; H. J. Marshall, Company A; T. W. 
w was fairly executed; “close column by division on | Linton, Company B; Albert Riblet, Company D ; E. A. Ed- 
first division,” and “ on first division deploy column,” both | wards, Company F ; C. 8. Clapp Company G ; one Ww. 
fairly done. “Backward march” was poor. The battalion | Harlan, Company G; Charles B. Zachman, Company G; F. 
next marched in column of fours, and was brought into|G. Gorham, Company K. Privates Harley E. Gates and 
line again after going once round the room. The step was| John H. Harrison, having been expelled by Company H, 
by no means uniform, the rear of the column stepping | the action of said company is confirmed by the commanding 
faster than the front. ‘‘ Close column by division on nee | officer of the regiment. 
division, lett in front,” several files of the first division, in- 
stead of halting, broke off and kept on marching some 
yards before they were brought to “On second 
division deploy column ” was fair. There was then a short 
interval devoted to the manual, which was tolerable, al- 
though it was poor enough on the march. After this, the 
movements were marching in columns of fours and compa- 
nies, the wheeling by = not being at all precise, and 
the ste by no means perfect. The colonel, another 
interval of the manual, gave the order ‘‘rest.” The drill 
after this was carried on by Lieutenant-Colonel Krieger, 
who drilled the battalion in ‘fours right, rear companies 
left front into line faced to the rear,” and the same 
movement on the opposite flank. The it execution of 
these movements was blundering and unsteady, but after 
two or three repetitions it was better. f 
. The left wing of this regiment drilled with 
four companies of a files at the arsenal, on Tues- 
day evening, 19th inst. Lieutenant-Colonel Krieger had 
the command. Adjutant Lutz presented the command 
with closed ranks and fixed bayonets, and ordered “‘ present 
arms” from a oes The lieutenant-colonel directed 
him to turn over the command “at a >” which was 
done. The manual of arms which followed was very bad 
and the whole drill that followed was a muddle and a libel 
on the tactics, Colonel Spencer came in during the 
in citizen’s dress. In wheeling into line from column o; 
companies, the guides always inverted pieces and the com- 
panies supported arms as in successive movements. Alto- 
ether the drill was decidedly a discredit to the instructor. 
Fe evious week Colonel Spencer drilled them and did 
nearly as b pocety. The Fifth has indeed since the beginning 
of the drill season, decidedly deteriorated. The reason is 
ve simple to a disinterested observer. Not one of the 
field officers who has yet drilled, has a clear idea of the new 
ta ctics, or studies them properly. As a consequence, the 
cannot teach them. If the F wishes to regain its ol 
reputation, it needs a new field of very different calibre 
from its present commanders. We regret that 
e vidence forces us to this conclusion. 


E1¢utu Inrantry.—This regiment held a battalion drill 
ing, 13th inst., Colonel 
g d. were eight com- 
panies of eight files front. The ceremony of dress parade 
commenced the business of ths evening, and we can com- 
pliment the hth on the exact an 
which the parade was performed. 
missed Colonel Scott commenced the dri 
command ‘“ Forward, ide centre,” follo by “ fours 
left about,” which latter movement was repea t! or 
four times, the only fault being that the file-closers did not 
dart through the intervals readily. When the command 
was changed to *‘Fours right about,” the two left com 
nies, either ory inattention or not hearing the order, 
or both, marched left about as previously. en “colors 
and guides on the line” was given, two or three of the 
game did not invert their pieces. e next movements 
ose of forming companies from column of fours and 


Co. K, Capt. Lentilhon, held a drill at the arsenal on Friday 
night, the 15th inst., the company having a front of twenty- 
four files. The was in every respect a good one; in 
fact the precision and nicety of the greater portion of the 
movements executed were really admirable. The business of 
the evening commenced with a 7 exercise in the 
manual, which was closed by the command, “ Right for- 
ward, fours right,” and a march by fours round the room. 
Then followed several movements in double time, such as 
fours left and right (into line), and from line into column 
of fours ; “‘ on right (and left) into line,” both by quick and 
double time, all of which were beautifully executed. Then 
followed a march in column of fours, after which “on right 
(and left) into line ” were executed two or three times again, 
when ‘‘in place rest” was given for a few minutes. On 
coming to ‘‘ attention” another march in column of fours 
was executed, followed by formation of single and double 
rank. In forming single rank distance was lost twice. 
“Right” and “left front into line” were then executed 
both in quick and double time, both admirably. Then fol- 
lowed platoon movements (some of them in double time), 

of them, except two or three minor faults not wort 
mentioning, very finely executed. ‘Fours right about” 
was noticeable as being done with perfect accuracy. The 
double time advance in company front was made with 
scarcely a bend in the line. After these mancuvres, Cap- 
tain Lentilhon bom his platoons, facing each other, at 
a distance of about fifteen yards, and put the omens 
through the loadings and firings direct and right and left 
oblique. These were not quite faultless, but by no means 

, the “aim,” “recover,” and “load” being promptly 
done. If we are to be hypercritical about this drill we should 
say that the wheeling by platoon (there was no se by 
company) was not remarkable. The Seventh, with all its 
exactitude in drill and discipline, 1s not good at wheeling, 
as far as we have seen it, but Company K did better in 
this than some of the other companies of the Seventh we 
have seen this winter. In the loading and firing, the aim at 
first was too high, but two or three subsequent trials reme- 
died this. We should also like to have seen the first lieu- 
tenant carry his swordin the regulation -position, as an 
officer who cannot handle a sword hurts the looks of any 
company. The captain of the company seems to be an in- 
defatigable officer, and the drill of Friday night shows the 
result of his exertions. We thought Company B the best 
we had yet seen of the Seventh’s companies, but Company 
K can give it odds. 


ELeveNntTH InFANtTRY.—The several companies of this com- 
mand will assemble at the regimental armory in fatigue 
dress for wing drills, as follows: Right wing, comprisin 
Companies D, C, G, A, and I, on Monday, the 18th, an 
Mon the 25th inst ; left wing, comprising Companies H, 
K, E, F, and B, on Thursday, the 2ist, and Thursday, the 
28th inst. Roll-call at 7:45 p.m. Line will be formed at 8 
o'clock Pp. mM. The non-commissioned staff will report to the 
adjutant at the drills on the 18th and 28th, at 7:45 Pp. m. 
Field music will report to the adjutant, 7:45 p.m. First 
Lieutenant Jacob Munzel has been commissioned as captain 


by giving the 


“forward, guide centre,” were well done, and twice re- | of Com gh and F. (©. Beyer as first lieutenant of Com- 
peated. *‘ Column of fours left to march to — . rgeant Geo. Gutheil has been elected second 
right” was good. ‘‘Fours right about” and “fours left | lieutenant Company I, vice Geo. Gensch, promoted. The 


resignation of Captain Henry Balz has been accepted by 
the Commander-in-Chief and himself discharged. 


TweLrrao Inrantry.—Companies F,G, and K, of this 
regiment performed the first division or battalion drill of 
the season at the armory in Broadway, corner of Forty- 
fifth street, on Thursday, 14th inst. The turn ont was very 
small indeed, the three companies being consolidated into 
two commands of twenty men each, drilling in single rank. 
This method made the most of their members, and the men 
were all well uniformed, set up, and drilled. What there is 
of the Twelfth seems to be good stuff. When we contrast 
the turn out with those of companies of the Seventh or 
Twenty-second, we of course notice a great disparity in 
numbers, and as the regiment seems to turn out well on 
pa ope and out ot door parades, itis not much to the 

t of the companies now in question that they should 

be so chary of coming to drill—a matter of far more im- 
Partance than any quantity of Broadway parades. Colonel 
ard took co: of his tiny battalion, however, with as 
much good humor as if it had been eight commands of 
twenty-four files, and - the men thro a pretty severe 
drill. Adjutant Murphy exhibited no discouragement at 
the small numbers present, but turned over the battalion 
with as much precision and pains as if it had been a bri- 
— This is what we like to see: Small organizations in 

e militia are very apt to induce discouragement in the 
minds of their cers, Who allow bad to grow to worse 
from lack of courage. This does not seem to be the case in 
the Twelfth, at all events among the few officers present. 


about ” were again executed, and again the same error was 
committed, two companies emma (by wm | the wrong 
way, only rectified by marching obliquely. The distance 
and step were both lost in these movements. When the 
battalion formed in line the last time from column of fours 
it was done very well, and no distance lost. Column of 
fours break from right to march to left and vice versa were 
both well done next time. “Fours left, rear com es 
right front into line faced to the rear,” was executed seVe- 
times with more or accuracy. In coming into line 
from column of companies the captain of the fifth company 
lost distance, by which a gap was visible several times. 
Several movements by division were then tried with fair 
success, “‘ by right” and ‘‘left” of divisions “‘to the rear 
into column,” and the consequent wheeling into line being 





id 


This drill was a creditable one to the Eighth, and shows 
reat improvement. The manual was fairly done, except 
© inevitable bang at order arms; and though a number 

of minor faults remain-to be corrected, it is apparent that 

Colonel Scott has labored su with his co: 


though he has worked under the difficulty of having little | We regret to -~ on this point, that there were only two 
or no assistance from his field officers, a difficulty which | captains at the drill, and nota single subaltern that we could 
accounts for some of the errors of this drill. discover 


The greater part of the evening was taken > in march- 
in ble column of fours, and deploying the same to 
either flank. The colonel ex the movement v 


the qualifications nO he ry who may patiently, but the captain of the left company either di 
them: Lieu mel 8. Farnham, Twenty-third | not understand it or was careless ; for, twice over, he man- 
regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel J Reuger, aged to wander off to the left with his company as if bent 
regiment ; tenant-Colonel A. H. Rogers, Forty-seventh | on detached service, and did not get into his mght place 
regiment. The board will assemble at 2 - | till he got to the end of the room. The deployments, to the 
quarters on Wednesday, 27th, at 8 0’ P. M., and at/| left “rear companies on left into line,” were better than 
thereafter of the bri- ings. These movements were repeated and fol- 


block, “right of com 
n this movement cap 


nies to 


the breaking 
lowed by the old stumbli a 
ns are 


the rear into column.” 


whom a i directed to face to the right, not rear,as done in this 
the commandant of Se seigne. The said board will re-| case, and there is a good reason for the direction. The 
post to Sie, somandans the brigade within five days| march in column of companies was excellent, the align- 
ified ** or ** for the to which’ he ‘may on ane pm th b fours stghe 
: room or 
ave been hel tay diew dino te pear | left about were excellent. They embodied all the cen 


idea of Upton’s Tactics, mobility, and stepiabiie. The 
wheeling of ety pe into line was very bad, as indeed it 
almost always is in our city militia, because the officers will 
not make the men follow the tactics. A little hard language 
would be well applied, if it only cured the careless, slovenly 
habits into which our militiamen have fallen in wheeling. 
The men do not see the absolute necessity of looking to the 
marching flank and feeling to the pivot, and the officers 
either do not recognize the rule or are afraid to enforce it. 
The companies of the Twelfth in wheeling resembled bent 
bows sor stretched bow strings as they ought. Havin 
wheeled into line the battalion backed across the room, an 
came to a place rest. . 

The drill was resumed with march in column of compa- 
nies, to and fro, going fours about at each wall. This was 
splendid—could fard have been better. The wheel into 
line was as bad as before. Colonel Ward seems to share 
the very common fault of militia colonels in New York, of 
being unwilling to scold and correct mistakes before spec- 
tators, for he must notice these faults, and yet he does not 
speak of them at the time, as far as we saw. We are com- 
= to interject one remark here. To advance by the 

ank of subdivisions, as companies, division, etc., the new 
tactics have provided the simplest of orders. As ina single 
company the order is ‘‘right forward fours right,” so in 
fifty compauies if so required. The prefix “ companies” or 
** divisions” gives the information required as to who is to 
execute the order, and it is unnecessary to invent pew 
orders, such as “‘right of companies to the front,” when 
‘companies, right forward, fours right,” answers the pur- 
pose better. The movement was well executed, however, 
and “‘ companies, column left,” showed that the companies 
had kept their distance well. This drill, for the first in a 
season, was the very best, without any exception that we 
have yet seen in New York city, and could the numbers of 
the Twelfth be increased, and Colonel Ward be a little worse 
tempered, everything would be perfect. 

On Monday, 18th inst., Companies B, C, and D held their 

first division drill of the season, formed into two commands 
of twelve files tront. After nine o’clock they were separated 
again into a battalion of tour companies in single rank, 
and went through a vigorous drill till nearly eleven o’clock. 
The instructor this time was Lieutenant-Colonel 8. Y. R. 
Cruger, who on Wednesday, 13th inst., had been elected to 
that position from his previous commission of major. The 
majority has been filled by Major Wm. G. Wilson of the 
First brigade staff. Colonel Cruger proved a very good 
instructor, not at all afraid to scold, but for all that, not 
equal to Colonel Ward in knowledge of the new tactics, as 
was evinced every now and then by wrongly expressed 
orders, and explanations of movements that were confused 
and unsatisfactory. In all the movements comm»n to old 
and new tactics, however, there was not a fault to be found, 
and the three companies on Monday did better than those 
oa Chursday, by ——— more difficult movements, at a 
more “— pace, for a longer time, and in better general 
order. The material of which the Twelfth is composed in 
the ravk and file, is splendid. The rakish chasseur uniform 
worn on drill, adds to the effect, to be sure, but there is a 
reliable look about the men, such as we have not seen in 
New York city in any other regiment. They look like hard 
cases too, by no means easy to keep in order, but the officers 
of the Twelfth seem to have them in good control. As 
compered with any regiment we have yet seen in the city, 
at a first drill for the winter, the Twelfth is immeasurably 
superior to any, and were it not our mission to pick holes 
so that our National Guard friends should patch them up, 
we might pass over the drill without further remark. The 
only faults noticeable in the drill on Monday night were on 
the ay of the captains of companies towards the close of 
the drill, when exercising in movements peculiar to the new 
tactics, and in executing the manual during successive 
formations. The successive support arms was omitted, all 
the earlier part of the drill; and, during the latter part, 
one captain in particular seemed to have quite lost his 
ord on account of his mistakes, and to have become 
reckless whether his company behaved well or ill. The rank 
and file had likewise become very rusty in the manual, 
which became Mopper the first time it was executed in 
line, and compelled a return to the motions. But all these 
faults were so slight compared with the general excellence 
of the drill, and both men and officers showed so much of 
the habits of discipline, that we are compelled to pronounce 
the Twelfth, the most serviceable National Guard regiment 
we have yet seen. As an instance of the spirit that ani- 
mates its officers, it is well tomention ‘‘iat the newly elected 
Major Wilson, while not gaining rank by his election, but 
actually losing it, he having been a staff officer before, has 
insisted on going before the board of examination to test 
his mastery of the tactics. Such officers are indeed rare in 
the National Guard. 
The first promenade concert of the regiment for the sea- 
son took place at the armory on Wednesday evening, 20th 
inst. About 800 people were present, and the meeting was 
really delightful. Every one, or most, being in walking dress 
the usual stiffness and formality was absent, and the music 
was excellent in every particular. Mr. B. C. Bent was the 
ecrnet soloist and leader, and he did as well any veteran. 
He seems to have the very soul of music in him, and to be 
absorbed when he is leading. His cornet solo drew forth 
the warmest applause from an audience generally very cool 
and unenthusiastic, and his conduct of the band was an en- 
tire success. 


THIRTEENTH INFANTRY.—This regiment assembled at the 
State Arsenal, Portland avenue, Brooklyn, on Tuesday, 
12th inst., for battalion drill, with eight companies of eight 
files front, under command of Colonel Jourdan, assisted by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Briggs and Adjutant Richards. The 
drill commenced with the manual of arms, followed by 
marching in column of fours, by company, and finally by 
division, after which the command was exercised in break- 
ing from the right and marching to the left by company and 
fours, and in forming divisions on first and fourth divisions. 
The manua! was only fairly executed, and showed the need 
of much company work. The marching at first, as is 
enerally the case in this regiment, was poor, but later in 
he drill the men got down to work and did well; the 
marching in column of division was very handsome. The 
breaking from right and marching to left was passably done ; 
but the space is too limited in this building for the move- 
ment to be executed properly. The formations of close 
column of divisions on Bret and then on fourth divisions 
were creditable in execution, The drill as a whole was a 
satisfactory one, and showed that the Thirteenth is 


ve 
not dead, if it is quartered in a barn. We were pleased to 
see Colonel Jourdan in attendance, who, although suffering 


from a severe cold, infused — of ae old life _ the 
com! Every day brings the regiment nearer its new 

uarters, Bop an Married forward, and it is hoped 
that the command may at least hold its closing drill of the 
season at the new armory. The next drill takes place on 
the 18th inst., and we hope to see an improvement on the 
first one. : 

The following ag oe ee gr sey ae pan gd od 
this regiment, have m chosen for ti " 
Presi W. Jones ; Vice-President, Robert Rae ; 
song Semetary, James E. Ramsbottom ; Financial 





tral | Seoretary, Willem 7h. Ludden, 


Jr.; Treasurer, Charles 
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Bunce; Finance Committee, Frederick H. P&rmalee, | 
Thomas H. Baldrick, and Chauncy B. Graham; Recruiting | 
Committee, Captain Jacob David, Private J. Halstead | 
Carroll, Jr., and Private Robert A. Cameron ; Court-martial, 
Lieutenant H. D. Dumont, Sergeant William A. Ludden, 
Jr., Private William C. Jacobs, Private Charles Bunce, an 
Private John H. Baldwin. 


Army Rirtze Practice.—Company D, of the Twelfth U. 8. 
Infantry, has raised its range this month w 200 yards, with 
the following result, ten rounds per man, at 200 yards, 
January 5, 1875. First team fourteen men: 12 bull’s-eyes, 
47 centres, 76 outers, 5 misses; total points, 341. 

Second team twelve men: 10 bull’s-eyes, 28 centres, 71 
outers, 11 misses ; total, 286. 

Third team thirteen men: 7 bull’s-eyes, 10 centres, 62 
outers, 51 misses ; total, 182. 

The Whole Company: 29 bull’s-eyes, 85 centres, 209 
outers, 67 misses ; total, 789. 

Best shot, Terry, Creedmoor count, 29; worst shot only 
made, Creedmoor count, 10. This was the first practice 
= the Springfield rifle, cal. 45. Weather fine—very little 
wind. 

Ep.—[The first team did very well, making 60 per cent. 
of the possible score. If they keep at it long enough, we 
gee no reason why the American regulars should not end by 
reversing the English and Canadian rule of experience in 
comparing their shooting with that of the volunteers. ] 


Tue ELEctTIve System.—We print this week, for the edi- 
fication of those officers of the National Guard who Lelieve 
in the elective system, the following very polite set of reso- 
lutions passed by a company of Brooklyn militia on their 
colonel. Before beginning them, it is well to remark that 
Colonel Roehr found the Thirty-second little better than a 
mob, and that his division commander, Major-General 
Woodward, lately pronounced the same regiment to be now 
‘*the best German regiment in the New York National 
Guard,” in which we heartily agree with him, from our per- 
sonal observation. Company F, of the res er has 
frequently been noticed in our columns as the hr Guard, 
and the colonel had taken a special interest in its formation 
and progress, allowing it to be called by his name. Of late 
there seems to have been some bad feeling in the company, 
who wish to elect an officer totally unfit to be an officer, 
against the colonel’s wishes and advice. Whereupon the 
following beautiful soldierly set of resolutions was sent to 
Colonel Roehr. “They explain themselves : 

Whereas, Colonel Henry Edward Roehr, commanding the 
Thirty-second regiment, N. G. 8. N. Y , has seen fit to cause to 
be written to the members of Company F, of this regiment, the 
following letter : 


“Tam instructed by Colonel Roehr to inform the members of 
Company F, that in view of the action lately indulged in b 
them, and especially of the ill-feeling exhibited toward First 
Lieutenant John M. Otto, who unquestionably merits dnd 
deserves all the meed of praise for the interest he has manifested 
for their welfare and prosperity, both in his military capacity, 
as well as a citizen and a friend, he requests that the compan 
shall cease to be known and distinguished as the Roehr Guard. 

“* Very respectfully, etc., 
“ Frep. J. Kancuer, Brevet Major and Acting Adjutant.” 


And Whereas, The members of Company F do not see any im- 
propriety in refusing to elect officers whom they do not desire, 
— if said officer is backed by the colonel of the regiment, 
an 

Whereas, The action of Colone! Henry Edward Roehr, receives 
a merited rebuke at the hands of Company F, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the request of Colonel Henry Edward Roehr be 
cheerfully complied with. 

Resolved, That this company be known hereafter as the “ Inde- 
pendent Guard.” 

Resolved, That this company will endeavor in the future, as it 
has in the past, to deserve the new name and to lead the com- 
panies of this regiment in independent action at elections of 
officers and other occasions, even if such action be contrary to 
the desire of Colonel Henry Edward Roehr. 

aia SCHLEICHER, CHARLES BecKkER, Emit W. Feist, Com- 
mittee. 

The gentlemen who have distinguished themselves by 
signing this precious communication to their colonel, are 
of no particular importance in themselves. Whether they 
be privates, corporals, or sergeants, makes little difference 
to us. We should hardly care to have printed their effusion, 
but for the moral it contains at the present day, when the 
question of Code Reform is being agitated. This instance 
is not an isolated one. No colonel is protected by our Mili- 
tary Code from just such insults. Colonel Underhill of the 
Twenty-seventh, received a similar set of insulting resolu- 
tions some time since from a company of his own regiment. 
Let us fancy for an instant, a company of men in our 
Regular Army sending up such a tirade to their colonel. 
How long would it be before every signer, at least, would 
find himself in the guard-house, and what punishment 
would not be inflicted by the first court-martial sitting on 
the poor idiots. Our Military Code provides no punish- 
ment whatever for this gross act of insubordination, and 
will not, while the elective system continues, which renders 
such things possible. The system has not a leg to stand 

. On, a8 a military measure, Not an officer in the National 
Guard can defend it on military grounds. The first month 
of war would explode it again, as it was exploded in 1861. 
It was then found im renaite to allow soldiers the privilege 
of electing officers, because at least ninety-nine per cent. 
of those elected were utterly worthless. Why should we 
any longer continue a system confessed by every officer who 
has ever seen a day’s field service to be utterly bad? The 
answer is found in just one thing, the moral timidity of the 


** HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SECOND REGIMENT, 
** BROOKLYN, January 6, 1875. 


‘* To the Members of Company F : 


pers gree of our National Guard at Albany. ey are 
afraid to urge the change, because they are afraid of de- 
feat. I dare not wait upon I would,” they allow 


* Lettin 
the years to alip by without one good hearty effort to im- 
rove the National Guard to a position of real effectiveness. 
here is but one advantage claimed for the elective system, 
even by the few who are blind enough to advocate it. It 
encourages recruiting, they say. How it encourages it, let 
the skeleton ranks of all our old war regiments answer. It 
has only hitherto served to swell and build up a class of 
regiments which proved utterly unreliable in’ the last war, 
save for garrison duty, and which could not fail to prove 
Just as unreliable in our next, whenever it comes. orse 
than all, it encourages the men in these regiments to 
believe that their training on Broadway makes officers of 
them, and in this belief, at the commencement of the last 
war, hundreds of them were made officers, only to prove, 
when once in the field and off the drill ground, thoroughly 
worthless, Is it not time that this system, essentially 
Vicious as it is, should be replaced by the elastic and effec- 
tive gotem in use in the volunteer service during the late 
War, by which officers were chosen from the ranks on the 
recommendations of those best able to judge of their 
Trocities, namely, their superiors, not their inferiors. 
f this reform is not carried now, all the rest will be a mere 


tinkering, a patching up of holes that another month will 
burst agsin, All it Deals to carry it is courage and deter- 


Tue Mizitary AssociaTion.—Next week this body meets 
for the year 1875. Plenty of work lies before it, and the 
question 1s will it be done? Twenty-one years of fo we eget 
tary resolutions and vaporings on the unexampled efficiency 
of the New York National Guard have not been without 
their effect in discrediting the Military Association, which 
has so often disappointed the hopes held out by it. This 
year will seal its fate, either as a great nursery of good offi- 
cers, to grow and spread in the future, or as @ complete 
failure, This year it has one great advantage—the posses- 
sion of a chief brimfal of energy, enthusiastic on siacigae. 
and controlling a large influence in the House. If anything 
can reanimate a moribund body, it will be this. The dan- 
ger that besets it is that into which it has fallen for years, 
the embrace of old fogyism, the reign of fuss and feathers. 
The officers of the First division, and the young and active 
members of the Guard, if they will only take the trouble, 
can do much to make the Military Association a really use- 
ful body. It needs young blood every- where ; educated sol- 
diers to plead the cause of discipline, hard work and earnest 
effort. Our State—the so-called Empire State—is now tar 
behind both Massachusetts and Connecticut in the efficien- 
oy of her militia. One great cause of this is the shabby 
cheap boarding-house style in which everything is ‘doled 
out to the National Guard, and the vain effort to maintain 
20,000 men on money about adequate to support 5,000. Con- 
necticut, with members just as niggardly in voting sup- 
plies, has yet an excellent militia by the simple process of 
reduction of numbers. Massachusetts, more far-seeing, 
votes for a single divjsion five times the sum which we 
vainly try to spread over eight skeletons, culled divisions. 
Every measure to reform the New York Code will only, and 
must only, end in failure unless our supply of money be 
increased, or our force diminished to two brigades. The 
present supply will support one small division, and the vain 
attempt to make it support more has only resulted in fail- 
ure. Micawber’s celebrated lecture ou political economy is 
illustrated every year in the New York = wise pound 
foolish system of supporting a National Guard. The words 
of our late Adjutant-Generai Rathbone are full of wisdom in 
this connection. In his farewell report he says: 

‘“* The true standard of proficiency for the National Guard 
should be not only its power to suppress internal disorders. 
but its ability to take the field as a thoroughly equipped 
and disciplined organization. The limited military 
appropriations, and the small amount of camp equipage 
owned by the State (not sufficient for the use of a brigade), 
have prevented your Excellency from ordering such camps 
of instruction as are provided for in the Military Code, 
when officers and men are put under canvas at the expense 
of the State, and are subjected to the same regulations and 
discipline which govern troops when in actual service. In 
this way only can they be familiarized with the duties of 
the field. ‘he neighboring States of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut are so thoroughly convinced of this truth and 
of its praciical importance, that their entire force is put into 
camp for ten days in each year, all the necessary expenses 
being paid by the State. I have the honor therefore, re- 
spectfully, io recommend that provision be made for the 
purchase of additional camp equipage, and that the military 
appropriations be made large enough to enable the Com- 
mauder-in-Chief to order into camp, each year, at least one 
division of the National Guard.” : 

A grand united effort, backed by all the intelligence and 
patriotism of the National Guard may, if properly led, this 
year, result in giving us areal National Guard. It needs 
courage, and the determination to succeed at any hazard. 
If officers go into the fight, dreading defeat, they are half 
beaten already. Victory can be secured by courage and 
entire unanimity. Hitherto the Journan has stood alone 
in the struggle for a really efficient National Guard. Now 
will the ofticers of the Guard itself help us? It is time to 
stop growling at the Code. Now will they not go to work 
and reform it ? 


Nationas. Ripe AssocraTion.—The directors of this Associa- 
tion held a meeting on Tuesday, 19th inst., to elect officers for 
the current year. ‘he meeting was held at No. 7 West Thirteenth 
street, Colonel Church, the outgoing president, in the chair. Of 


— Company A, of the Seventy-ninth, have elected Lieutenant 
Addison, of Company B, their ca; , and T. M. Lyall their 
first lieutenant, 

— Fist Sergeant Scrymeer, of Com K, Seventh, has sur- 

warran Dew sergeant has been’ elected. 


rendered his t and a sergean 

Company K is dete: ed to recruit up to 100 men once more. 
— Tue Thirteenth drilled on Monda: with t_com- 

mands of eight files, under Colonel J ennian. 1 et gthards 

was made Major Richards by election after the drill. 


-~- Tue Seventy-first did not drill at the arsenal on Monday 
last, 18th inst., a8 ordered. The drill was countermanded ; no 
reason given. 

— Tue Ringgold Horse Guards (Separate , Fifth bri- 
gade) had a ball at Gallatin Hall this week. Major Karcher 
was not there. Little Schneider (226 lbs.) was. So was General 

2. 

— Tue Second brigade still has no brigadier. The Ninety-sixth 
officers, in mon hn gn officers, Sie on 
their mark. The muddle will most bably end now in the «is- 
bandment or consolidation of the belgade. t ought to. 

— LizuTenant Srory, of the Twenty-third, is now Captain 
Story, of Company A. He is the most enthusiastic shot in the 

ent, and from what we have seen of him, is a smart, active 
officer, of whom there are not too many in the National Guard 


— Tux Skidmore Guards entertain their friends at the Nation- 
al Assembly Rooms, Forty-fourth street, corner of Ninth avenue, 
= hh a February 10. It promises to be a grand enter- 

nment. 

— Company D, Thirty-second, elected on Tuesda: 
for civil officer for the year—President, Anton $ 
President, Louis Ossman ; Recording Secretary, John Rausch ; 
Financial Secretary, Louis Boecher ; Treasurer, Geo, Diedrick. 

— CoLongL Giton is weeding the Fifty fifth. He has politely 
r ited two captains to resign. Out with them, colonel. The 
only way to get good men in is to clean out the incapables, for a 
man is known by the company he keeps. q 

— Barrery K, First division, drilled in the arsenal on Thurs- 
day, 14th inst. The men were only exercised in the school of the 
company and sabre manual, the latter not according to the tac- 
tics. So far as we have seen, the cavalry and artillery organiza- 
tions of this city are all very deficient in individual! instruction. 

— Tue Fifty-fifth has pained forty members since the fall in- 
spection, and Colonel Gilon continues to raise Cain in his com- 
mand, with plenty of scolding and very little soft sawder. This 
is one straw to show which way the wind of success blows in 
militia matters. Soldiers and women respect a master. 

— THE annual committees in the ey fifth are as follows: 
Finance Committee, Captain Frederick Fleischbein, Lieutenants 
Hay and Beyer; Music Committee, Captain 8. Merinsky, Lieu- 
tenants Barrer and Gminder: Armory Committee, Captain Al- 
bert Marrar, Lieutenants Charles Rose and John Von chten. 

— CoLoNeEL GILDERSLEEVE will not take the Ninth, Captain 
Montgemety fights . of its majority, and the Ninth is at sea 
for afield and staff. There are as free fish in the sea as ever 
cameout of it,and the Ninth will yet have a good colonel. 
Their first choice shows good seuse, their second may show 


better. 

— Ar a meeting of Company C, Seventh regiment, Colonel 
Clifford A, H. Bartlett, one of Governor Tilden‘’s aides, was pro- 
moted to corporal. It is easy enough to be a Governor's aide, as 
that only involves a handsome uniform and going to Baker and 
McKenny for a set of eqmipmentos but to be a corporal in the 
Seventh means work. m. H. Quick is now a fellow corporal, 
with Corporal Bartlett, jbeing promoted the same night. They 
can now ring a new version of the ‘‘ Deux Gendarmes ” under the 
title of “*‘ Les Deux Caporaux.” 


CONNECTICUT. 


First Inrantry.—Colonel Clapp, someting regiment, 
has resigned, to the great loss of the service. -Two years ago, 
when we first eaw the command at the inauguration of Governor 
Trambull, he was not the colonel. At that time the First had a 
pretty and showy uniform, but was decidedly a ment. 
As compared with the Second, of which a few com ies were 

resent, it looked bad. Colonel Clapp took hold of it in March 

874, and the change was remarkable. Within a few weeks of 
that time one of its companies beat the crack company of the 
Second in a champion drill, in a very close and spirited contest, 
and ever since, the regiment has close up to the Second in 
every particular. An officer whose influence is so remarkable for 
g is a credit to aay service, and we deeply regret that Con- 
necticut has lost such a colonel. The officers meet on Friday 
evening, 22d inst., at the armory of Company F to nominate a 














the directors there were present General Woodward, State In- 
spector-General; General M. T. McMahon ; Colonel Gilder- 
sleeve, Chief of Staff, First division ; Colonel G. W. Wingate, 
of the Second division Staff; Lieutenant-Colonel J. T. Camp, 
Twenty-second pee Major George M. Smith, Seventh 
Infantry; Captain W. C. Casey, Seventh Infantry; 
Captain Henry Fulton, First Brigade Staff; Captain J. 
G. Story, Twenty-third Infantry ; Private E. H. Sanford, Seventh 
Infantry ; and the Hon. D. W. Judd. On motion, Colonel Gil- 
dersleeve, the Secretary, was deputized to cast the vote for the 
board for Colonel Church as the unanimous choice for President, 
but upon receiving the announcement he positively declined to 
accept the position, as he said his engagements would not permit 
him to devote the necessary time to the performance of the 
duties appertaining to that office. A second ballot was taken. 
and Major-General Shaler was unanimously elected; General 
John B. Woodward, Vice-President; Captain — Fulton, 
Secretary ; General M. T. McMahon, Treasurer; Executive 
Committee, Colonel G. W. Wingate, Colonel H. A. Gildersleeve, 
Hon. D. W. Judd. On motion of Colonel Wingate, a vote of 
thanks was tendered to the retiring officers. s the retiring 
Secretary, Colonel Gildersleeve, had already made considerable 
progress in compiling the annual report of the association, it was 
resolved that he be directed to complete the work before he 
surrendered his office. 

On the same evening Colonel Church gave a farewell dinner to 
the directors, at his residence No. 2 East Fifteenth street, on retir- 
ing from the Association, which he leaves in a flourishing condi- 
tion, able to hold its own, and favorably known all over the 
English-speaking world. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Company A, Thirteenth, gave the best social of the season 
this week. Music and recitations were alike excellent. 
— Tue Eighth regiment holds its Second Social Reunion on 
Saturday, 80th inst. Concert at 8, dancing at9 P. m. 

— Tue right wing of the Eleventh drilled at Central Market 
armory on Monday. 18th. 
— Tue Seventy-ninth drilled at the arsenal on Wednesday, 20th 
inst. We defer notice till next week. 
— THE non-commissioned officers of the Thirteenth had a drill 
on Wednesday, 20th inst., at the arsenal. 
— First Sergeant Chas. M. Williams, of Company A, Twelfth, 
has been made lieutenant of Company B same regiment. 
— Company D, Forty-seventh, had a ball on Thursday, 14th 
inst., to celebrate its thirteenth anniversary. 

— Tue Fifteenth battalion has lost another captain by resigna- 
tion. This time it is Captain Koch, of Company K. 
— Sxconp Lieutenant Francis H. Howland, of Company A, 
Twenty-third, is now first lieutenant, vice Story, promoted. 
— THE First battalion has lost Colonel Webster. It is probable 
that his successor will be Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke. 

— Tue drum corps of the Thirty-second had a fine ball on 
Tuesday, 12th inst. 
— Mason Trumes’s battery (B), of the Second division, held its 
thirteenth annual reception on Monday, 11th inst. 

— Tue Highlanders, of the Seventy-ninth, have been “ curling” 
mt the —y Park, "Captains ‘Addivon and Clark each took out 

company, 





successor. The next in command, Lieutenant-Colonel Herman 
A. Tyler, will probably succeed as colonel. 

— Compantzs B and C, of the Second, hold their next drill with 
closed doors. 

— Company D, Second, and the Governor’s Foot Guards, drilt 
at the Union armory, New Haven, Thursday, 21st inst. 

— Tue Fourth Connecticut . for rifle practice on 
Thursday, 2ist inst., or rather Lieutenant-Colonel Fairchild’s 
battalion did, at Bridgeport. 


NEW JERSEY. 


RurLe AssociaTion.--The permanent organization of the State 
Rifle Association was effected Tuesday, 6th inst., at Elizabeth, 
N. J., as follows : The meeting was called to order, at 8 0’ clock, 
by Captain W. H. DeHart, temporary chairman. Mr. J. P. Bon- 
nell, from the committee, reported by-laws, which were read by 
sections and adopted. [The by-laws are similar to those govern- 
ing the are jn — a of jae Say The commit- 
tee a nted to t articles of incorporation reported progress, 
that the bill was nearly complet: and would be presented to 
the Legislature at an early stage of its session. e followin; 
named gentlemen were then elected directors—twenty-one in a 
—of the association ; For three years, Captain W. H. DeH of 
Elizabeth ; General W. 8S. Stryker, of nton ; General ‘Wm. 
Ward, of Newark ; Hon. Augustus W. Cutler, of Morristown s 
General J. Madison Drake, of Elizabeth ; Hon. T. D. —y and 
Major William Wilson, of Elizabeth. For two years, General 
Joseph W. Plume, of Newark ; General Uriah DeHart, of New 
Brunswick ; Peter Bonnett, Esq., of Elizabeth ; Hon. Wm. H. 
Gill, of Elizabeth ; John P. ‘Bonnell, ., of Elizabeth ; Colonel 
Benjamin F. Hart, of Hoboken ; Hon. Mr. rye A Mayor of 

For one year, in Albert A. Drake, of 
Westfield ; Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Rose, of Linden ; Colo- 
nel Levi R. Barnard, of Newark ; es M. DuBois, of Bridge~ 
ton j Reseeae ts [ra J. Hall A. C. Darling, and Henry Clay, Esq., 
re) Za a 

The following officers were then unanimously elected for the- 
ensuing year: President, Cones W. H. DeHart ; 
on. A. W. Cutler, and Generals Joseph W. 
Uriah DeHart ; Secretary, General J. Madison e@; 
Major William Wilson. On motion, it was resolved 
officers of the association issue a circular, set’ forth the 
jects of the association. After the transaction of other business, 
the meeting adjourned. 
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THE issue of tobacco, duty free, to the seamen on 
board English men-of-war will, it is reported, be dis- 
continued unless the men cease to take it on shore in 
such quantities as to amount to “smuggling.” It is 
proposed to give medals to seamen of ten years’ ser- 
vice for exemplary conduct, and these honorable 
marks of distinction are to be worn while the men 
are still serving. 





A Lerrer from Alexandria says that Col. Gordon 
(the Englishman known as “‘ Chinese Gordon”), is to 
be raised to the di of Pasha, with the Medijidie 
of the second class. The Khedive has expressed the 
utmost satisfaction at the progress he is and 
at his wise administration. Tne most loyal support 





is being afforded him by the government, 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 

AccorpDInG to the hugger Francaise, a German 
camp of maneuvres for 150,000 men is to be formed 
near Treves in the Spring, under the Emperor's 
command. 

A pespatcu from Madrid, Jan. 17, says that King 
Alfonso will assume chief command of the Army cf 
the North. He will probably be accompanied to the 
headquarters of the army by General Jorellar, the 
Minister of War. 

WEN the additional vessels ordered to be sent to 
the northern coast of in shall have arrived there 
the total armament of the German fleet in those 
waters will consist of 50 guns, with a combined 
horse-power of 6,800. 

Tae Datch Atcheenese war continues t» occupy 
the army of the Hollanders: A despatch from 
Padang announces thet the Dutch troops have made 
a general assault on the works of the Atcheenese and 
carried nine forts, with a loss of 21 killed and 65 
wounded. The enemy lost 171 killed and a large 
number wounded. 


A Paris telegram says that the brother of Lieut. 
Bellot, the Arctic explorer, who fell a victim to his 
devotion at an early age, has obtained permission 
from the French government to volunteer for the 
a hin Engl sh expedition to the Arctic re- 
a M. ‘hello is Second Lieutenant in the French 
navy, and hopes are expressed that the British Admi- 
ralty will accept his services. 


INTELLIGENCE has been received at London that a 
rapture has occurred between the First and Second 
Kings of Siam. They are father and son respectively. 
The latter took refuge in the British Consulate at 
Bangkok. He has dishanded his forces, and de- 
clines to appeal to arms. A British gunboat has left 
Singapore for Bangkok to protect the interests of 
Britisn subjects. 

Tae London Times, in its leading editorial article 
of Jan. 18, says: “In the gloom surrounding us one 
thing is perceptible. Allmen arearming. Germany 
is arming en masse, and the surrounding nations, in- 
cluding the best part of the world, cannot do other- 
wise. The momentary dreams of peace have fled 
away. Germany recognizes the stern necessity. 
What she won by arms she can only hold by arms 
end while arms are in her hands.” The Zimes con- 
fesses Germany cannot raise a third army. Her 
hopes are in her navy. 

A pEsPATCcH from Paris, Jan. 15, says that a circu- 
lar letter has been received from Berlin, which states 
that Germany, although wishing to respect the feel- 
ings of the Spanish government, considers that she is 
obliged to satisfy public opinion and avenge the in- 
sult to her flag. She is disposed to adopt the same 
conciliatory policy toward the new government 
which was maintained toward President Serrano. 
Therefore she claims from the good will of Spain the 
satisfaction due theGerman flag. If the government 
is unable to grant it Germany will address it in order 
to act in concert for the best measures to obtain 
satisfaction from the perpetrators of the outrage. 


Galignani’s Messenger of Dec, 27, says: The Khe- 
dive of Egypt is losing no time in securing possession 
of Darfur, of which country his troops, victorious 
over the native my — occupy a great 
portion. Being aware that a military domination 
can found nothing durable, and that it is to a regu- 
lar and just civil administration, to safe and easy 
commercial and industrial relations and to the deve- 
lopment of the wealth of the invaded districts that 
conquerors owe chiefly the preservation of the terri- 
tory their arms have subdued, the Viceroy has caused 
his army to be followed by two scientific a 
well commanded and protected. He has charge 
them with the mission of improving the caravan 
roads by which Egypt communicates with Darfur, of 
restoring the old wells and digging new ones, of 
making surveys for a route shorter than that which 
exists between the Nile and the country and between 
Debbe and El-Obeld, the capital of Kordolan; and, 
lastly, of obtaining information relative to the 
climate and population of the land which extends 
between the old territory ani the annexed districts. 


Tue English ial committee on gun-cotton has 
closed its i and presented its final report 
to the au — at ah ra — ye 7 committee 
has thoroughly exam € qualities o -cotton, 
lithofracteur, and dynamite, with apestel 90 to 
their utility for warlike p and the general 
questions on which the report treats are those of 
manufacture, storage, and use of these several explo- 
sives. The a _— —_i a ot - most 
valuable explosive agent for tary and naval pur- 

; thet, a it is capable of being manufactured 
Dawe state, there is no danger atten the pro- 
cess; and that, as it can be stored wet, it can be 
safely conveyed on board ship or warehoused without 
risk: It is also found that gun-cotton, though fired 
by detonation, is not exploded by being struck with 
a bullet. In these ts gun-cotton is reported to 
have contrasted favorably with the other explosives 
mentioned, which, although tolerably safe to store 
and transport when fresh, are not so secure from 


Tue Duke of Cambridge, in a speech at a recent 
blic banquet at London said in answer to a toast 


“= 


~ -» See Ce 


to the army, that he was perfectly {aware that there 
was no desire to go to war, but, on the other hand, 
there was no desire amongst the people to become a 
small or an impotent Power. Unless they had a 
good army and a good navy to back up their com- 
mercial enterprise it would be utterly impossible for 
a country to maintain that proud position which it 
aspired to. There was the very closest intimacy 
between the commercial element of this country and 
the great services, for one of which he was speaking. 
When they looked round to what was going. on in 
the other great countries of Europe they saw that 
the principal point of: attention was that of arma- 
ment; every country was increasing its armaments 
and the number of. men it could put into the field. 
In the ne every morning they invariably 
saw allusions to budgets for great establishments in 
one country or the other; and the question was what 
it was coming to. They could either have a cheap 
army and a cheap navy, or expensive ones. If they 
had a cheap army, then there must be conscription. 
If they wished not to have conscription they must 
not mind putting their hands into their pockets. It 
was no use blinkering those questions which were 
constantly being talked of, and concerning which 
articles were being constantly written. It was a 
question of pounds, shillings, and pence. He asked 
them to take his advice. They had plenty of money 
—let them have a good army. It was the cheapest 
in the long run and more acceptable to the nation. 
Let them imagine all their sons being obliged to 
attend as conscripts; it was so in France, Germany, 
and Russia, They were very lucky in having no 
conscription. The more they gave for the service 
the more he should be delighted. But that was not 
the thing. In other countries the law compelled 
everybody to serve; then they had a cheap army ; 
but if they wished not to do that—and he advised 
them to take the other course -and did not mind 
paying what was necessary, they would get a good 
army. The more prosperous they were the more 
they would have to pay. The better trade was, the 
more employment there was, the more difficult it 
was to get men. It stood to reason that a man who 
could get his guinea a week would not come into the 
army for 7s, a week for the pleasure of putting on a 
red coat. There was no real Englishman who did 
not wish to see the two services efficient. He was 
perfectly persuaded that we had the elements of a 
very excellent and powerful army if we chose to pay 
for it ; and he hoped that on every occasion the sub- 
ject would be looked fairly in the face, and that we 
should get both establishments efficient. 








AUSTRIAN CAVALRY SWIMMING PRACTICE. 


Tar Broad Arrow notices a translation of certain 
portions of the Austrian regulations relating to the 
training of cavalry in jumping, passing over broken 
ground, swimming, and similar exercises. The in- 
structions for the practice of swimming-drill are 
particularly complete and practical. Cavairy swim- 
ming exercises take place, wherever such an arrange- 
ment is practicable, in a river, not too wide, but 
with a sensible current, as the difficulties presented 
by the latter are the most difficult for horses to sur- 
mount. The spot should be chosen where the banks 
are easy and firm for a length of at least 100 yards, 
so that horses carried away by the current may easily 
be got to shore agaio. The water should be deep 
enough to prevent the horse touching the bottom, 
even by standing on his hind legs, otherwise he will 
learn the trick of trying for the bottom with his 
hind feet, which in. deep water will make him go 
under, and later, when ked, will bring bis rider 
in danger. 

To get the horses to cross the stream, it is recom- 
mended to take them one by one, with the lunge- 
rein. It will not do to take several at once, as they 
may entangle themselves in the reins and get 
drowned. Each horse should be led, with a water- 
ing-bridle and without a saddle, into as deep water 
as he will go; the rein is to be then unbuckled, so 
that the horse may not entangle his forefeet there- 
with; the lunge is to be brought through the near 
ring of the snaffle and buckled to the off ring. The 
a is to be held by the instructor seated in a boat. 
The boat should not be too light, so that if the horse 
attempts to turn back, he may not be able to pull it 
with him, nor too heavy to prevent its being easily 
propelled to follow him when swimming. The boat, 
in these cases, should always be up stream of the 
horse, and about two horses’ length in front of him. 
The | should not be held so short that the horse 
may be frightened by the oars or paddles, nor so 
long that the slack cannot be let out if required. 
Most horses, when they get into a strong current, try 
to turn round; this, we are told, can easily be pre- 
vented, when very experienced men are at the oars, 
by a strong pull at the right moment. When the 
horse takes the right direction, the beat is to be kept 


allowed to get taut. Before the horses are thus 
taken over, some _ Hn meee be sent across to the 
opposite bank, to y to receive them as they 
land, to unbuckle the lunge-reins, and lead them 
about. When five or six horses have crossed, one, 
selecting the most troublesome, may be taken back 
in like manner with the lunge, and the rest led into 
the water by the men, and then driven across after 





him. Most of them will follow readily, 


a little ahead of him, and the lunge never|G 











The next stage of instruction provides for swim- 
ming the horses mounted. Men who can swim 
themselves, ride the horses from the farther to the 
home bank. The reins, we are told, must be held 
loose, and the horse guided with one hand, whilst 
the other grasps the mane about two inches above 
the withers, If the mane be grasped higher up, the 
horse loses his balance in swimming. Horses lay 
themselves slantwise across the current, and many 
after they love the bottom place themselves perpen- 
dicular in the water, rendering it very difficult for 
the rider to retain his seat, particularly on a bare- 
backed horse. On a saddled horse the rider is more 
secure; but as the weight is more. to the rear, the 
horse swims less easily than he would without a sad- 
dle. It is, therefore, recommended that as soon as 
the horse gets out of his depth, the rider should 
throw his body forward, stretch out both arms to 
full length without relaxing his grasp of the mane, 
> any the stirrups, and bring his outstretched legs and 
eet together over the horse’s back. As soon as the 
horse recovers his footing, the rider resumes his seat. 
In swimming in this way, the horse may be guided 
with the reins—a practice which is only dangerous 
when the rider’s weight is on his horse’s back. Lay- 
ing hold of the animal’s tail, which obliges the rider 
to lift himself up to the dock, so as not to sink, is 
less practicable than the method described, as the 
rider is no longer able to prevent the horse turning 
round. 

After some days of this practice, the horses are 
ridden to and fro across the stream, by men who can 
swim. Only when the horses can swim thoroughly, 
safely, and surely, are bad swimmers amongst the 
men to be practised—singly, and only with horses 
that swim quietly, with their backs nearly horizontal, 
and well out of the water. This is to be done where 
the current is insignificant, and a boat is to accom- 
pany down stream. The lunge should not be used 
in this exercise, as if the rider gets separated from 
his horse, it is difficult to go aiter him without let- 
ting go the lunge, in which case the horse will be 
liable to entangle himself. Detachments which have 
been well practised in swimming are to be exercised 
a few times every season, with saddled horses, and 
carrying their arms, In these cases, before going 
into the water, the girths should be eased, curb- 
chains taken off, carbine-straps loosened, and stirrups 
and bit-reins cast off, the horses being guided into 
the water with the snaffles only. It is added, that 
as non-swimmers, by their anxiety, impede the action 
of the best-swimming horses, and as the practice of 
swimming, with every care, and even in places where 
there is little current, is not unattended with risk, it 
behoves every cavalry officer to make his men as 
proficient as possible as swimmers. 

With the help of a new method, which has been 
tried and adopted in the Austrian army, this can 
easily be done. Simple appliances only are requisite 
—a single rail along the bank, and a few belts, 
with ropes attached, to support beginners during 
their first essays in the water. A few swimmers, 
competent to act as instructors, may be found in 
every detachment. The object of the practice is 
merely to give the men confidence, so that they niay 
not sink at once if separated from their horses in the 
water. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 
Tue Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No, 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND NAvyY 


-JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 


prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiménts, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of , 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








Or course every Army Officer who considers his 
comfort and happiness first of all, will make his home 
while in Chicago at the ‘‘ Sherman House.” 





WE are authorized to say for Messrs. Pomeroy & Co. 
744 Broadway, N. Y., that having perfected their Band 
Trusses, they now send them to patients on trial, sub- 
ject to return if not satisfactory. For particulars, 
write to them, referring to this notice. 








MARRIED. 


Announcements of Marr 6 FIFTY CENTS each, and the sig- 
at and address of the —_ sending should accompany the 
notice.] ame 

Hoyrr—Rawson.—On Wednesday, January 13, 1875, at the re- 

*s mother, by the Rev. J. H. Haywood, Lieut. 

ae ig ey 5. Army, to Miss Fannie L. Rawson, of 
Louisville, Ky. No cards. 





DIED. 


will be inserted under falonent A_-7-+ 
charge. Obituary nd resolutions should be paid 
CO oon, ord, uniese it is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 


‘oBER.—At Fort Totten, D. T., on December 23, 1874, of in- 
- “at the brain, Private Wiiiam Hosar, Company E, 


flammation 
Twentieth Infantry. 


Brig @ 














